
Vocabulary Cards for Torchlight Level three: 

Innovation & Inquiry (Part one) 
By: Jamie Hernandez 

Recommended Use: These are vocabulary cards for the first 9 chapter books in Level 3. This is Part 1 of 2 and it covers weeks 

1-19. I recommend Printing The cards single sided and cutting horizontally along the line that divides the two cards. Then 

Fold the cards to create a two sided card; one side with the book cover and the other side with the vocabulary word 

information (trimming the white edges off if desired.)  Affix using a glue stick, tape or as I did, fold and laminate to 

create a sturdier card. Using this method is an easy way for the child to select a word for study as well as review the 

words after the book has been completed or when the school year is winding down. My goal has always been to make these 

cards match their corresponding book, as result, there is an abundant use of color, i wanted these to be fun and 

attractive for children. I know that can be a drawback when printing, I’ve personally had great luck printing these in 

grayscale. 

Disclaimer: These are not perfect. I am not an etymologist. I’m a Mom trying to teach her child how words are formulated 

using torchlight’s wonderful vocabulary spell book. i thought these could simplify the process a bit! Please forgive any 

errors!  

I created these before being able to read all of these Books and therefore could not know the exact way the word was used; 

as a noun, verb, adjective, etc.  Some words have more than one meaning or use based on how it is placed within a sentence, 

if I have the wrong use present on the card, I am sorry.  On some cards, I tried to include multiple definitions so you can 

determine which is best based on the context the word is used in. I tried to use kid-friendly definitions when possible, 

however depending on your child you may still need to help them understand the meaning of the word. For this reason, i tried 

to include as many synonyms as possible because I’ve noticed with my child, hearing words that have similar meanings often 

helps her understand the new word we are studying. Lastly not all words have perfect antonyms or break down cleanly into 

prefix/root word/suffix, etc. In some instances you will find a “N/A” which simply means there were no applicable answers 

for those areas, despite my research. Not all antonyms will be perfect, some are more to give kids help thinking of what 

could be an opposite to the vocabulary word present. Hope you find these helpful in your studies! 

Websites Used: 

Online ETyMology Dictionary: https://www.etymonline.com 

Dictionary: https://www.dictionary.com 

Thesaurus: https://www.powerthesaurus.org 

Prefix/Suffix Chart: http://www.prefixsuffix.com/rootchart.php 

https://www.etymonline.com
https://www.dictionary.com
https://www.powerthesaurus.org
http://www.prefixsuffix.com/rootchart.php
https://www.etymonline.com
https://www.dictionary.com
https://www.powerthesaurus.org
http://www.prefixsuffix.com/rootchart.php


Word: 
inconclusive

Prefix: in (meaning un) + con (variant of com, 
meaning with, together, completely) 

Root word:  clus (to close) 
Suffix: ive (adjective forming suffix, indicating 

quality) 

Definition: Not conclusive. Not resolving fully all 
doubts or questions. Without final results or 

outcome. 

Synonyms: Indecisive, Indeterminate, Unsettled, 
Uncertain, Unresolved 

Antonyms: Conclusive, Certain, Decisive, 
Definite, Definitive, Undeniable, Convincing, 

Final

in/con/clus/ive

Word: 
chagrin

Prefix: N/A 
Root word:  chagrin 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A feeling of vexation (the state of being 
vexed: irritated, annoyed), marked by disappointment 

or humiliation. 

Synonyms: Humiliate, Shame, Mortify, Humble, 
Embarrass, Distress, Irritation, Annoyance 

Antonyms: Comfort, Delight, Please, Pleasure, 
Satisfaction, Gladness, Joy 



Word: 
pseudonym

pseud/onym

Word: 
quandary

Prefix: pseud (variant of pseudo before a vowel, 
meaning pretended, false) 
Root word:  onym (name) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A fictitious (created by imagination) 
name used by an author to conceal his or her identity. 

Pen name. 

Synonyms: Alias, Pen Name, Assumed Name, 
Nickname, Stage Name 

Antonyms: Real Name, Given Name, Legal 
Name 

Prefix: N/A 
Root word:  quand (unknown origin, perhaps from 
Latin “quando” meaning: When? At what time?)  

Suffix: ary (from āre, infinitive suffix) 

Definition: A state of perplexity or uncertainty, 
especially as to what to do. Dilemma. 

Synonyms: Difficulty, Plight, Pickle, Problem, 
Mess, Trouble, Muddle, Bind, Puzzle, Conundrum 

Antonyms: Certainty, Solution, Clarification, 
Explanation, Answer, Key, Resolution 

quand/ary



Word: 
endowment

en/dow/ment

Word: 
annotated

Prefix: en (to cause a person or thing to be in the 
place, condition, or state named by the stem) 

Root word:  dow (from Latin dōtāre “to dower")  
Suffix: ment (indicating  state/condition, result/

product or process/action) 

Definition: The act of endowing (to provide with a 
permanent fund or source of income). The property, 

funds, etc. with which an institution or person is 
endowed. 

Synonyms: Grant, Gift, Award, Donation, 
Foundation, Contribution, Inheritance 

Antonyms: Deprivation, Drained, Unblessed, 
Deny, Beg, Refusal 

Prefix: an (variant of ad, indicating direction, 
tendency, or addition) 

Root word:  note (a brief record)  
Suffix: ate (verbal suffix) + ed (suffix forming 
participial adjectives indicating a condition or 
quality resulting from the action of the verb) 

Definition: Supplied with or containing explanatory 
notes, textual comments. 

Synonyms: Footnote, Comment, Noted, Scored, 
Discussed, Interpret, Recorded 

Antonyms: Disarrange, Mix Up, Unseen, 
Unknown, Ignored, Disregarded 

an/not/at/ed



Word: 
coincidence
co/incid/ence

Word: 
slander

Prefix: co (with, together) 
Root word:  incid (from Latin “incidere,” to fall 

upon)  
Suffix: ence (a noun suffix equivalent to -ance, 

corresponding to the suffix -ent) 

Definition: A striking occurrence of two or more 
events at one time apparently by mere chance. 

Synonyms: Chance, Accident, Fluke, 
Happenstance, Luck, Serendipity, Fortuity 

Antonyms: Planned, Deliberate, Intended, 
Intentional, Purposeful 

Prefix: N/A  
Root word:  slander (from Old French “esclandre”)  

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A malicious, false, and defamatory 
statement or report. 

Synonyms: Defame, Smear, Vilify, Besmirch, 
Sully, Disparage, Discredit, Tarnish, Insult, 

Badmouth 

Antonyms: Truth, Honor, Praise, Compliment, 
Flattery, Laud, Glorification, Acclaim 



Word: 
fie

Word: 
tetchy

Prefix: N/A 
Root word:  fie (used as an interjection!)  

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: Used to express mild disgust or 
annoyance. Also used to express the humorous 

pretense of being shocked. 

Synonyms: Ugh, Bah, Phooey, Pshaw, Yuck, Ah, 
Aha, Indeed, My word  

Antonyms: N/A 

Prefix: N/A 
Root word:  tetchy (uncertain origin)  

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: Irritable, touchy. 

Synonyms: Testy, Peevish, Cranky, Petulant, 
Grumpy, Cross, Crabby, Grouchy, Cantankerous 

Antonyms: Easygoing, Happy, Carefree, 
Fulfilled, Joyful 



Word: !
correctional facility

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: word one: correct & word two: facile (easily done/

performed) 
Suffix: word one: ion (suffix denoting action or condition) + al (of 

the kind of, pertaining to) & word two: ity (expressing state, 
condition, or quality) 

Definition: A prison, especially for long term confinement. 

Synonyms: Penitentiary, Penal Institution, Correctional Center, 
Jail, Detention Center!

Antonyms: Freedom, Exoneration, Release, Reprieve, Pardon

Word: !
incarcerated

correct/ion/al facil/ity

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: incarcerate (Medieval Latin “incarceratus,” to 

imprison) 
Suffix: ed (suffix of participial adjectives indicating a condition or 

quality resulting from the action of the verb) 

Definition: Imprisoned or confined. 

Synonyms: Imprisoned, Detained, Jailed, Confined, Locked Up, 
Behind Bars, Imprisonment!

Antonyms: Free, Released, Discharged, Freed 

incarcerat/ed



Word: !
infraction

Word: !
parole

Prefix: in 
Root word: fract (from Latin “frangere,” to break) 

Suffix: ion (a suffix denoting action or condition, used to form a 
noun, adjective, and past participles) 

Definition: A breach, violation or infringement. 

Synonyms: Transgression, Crime, Offense, Error, Lapse, 
Misdeed, Wrongdoing !

Antonyms: Compliance, Adherence, Lawfulness 

in/fract/ion

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: parole (Middle French, short for “parole d’honneur,” 

meaning word of honor) 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: The conditional release of a person from prison prior 
to the end of the maximum sentence imposed. 

Synonyms: Release, Free, Paroled, Conditional Release, 
Promise, Word of Honor, Freedom, Discharge !

Antonyms: Imprisonment, Hold, Retain, Retention, Detain 



Word: !
remedial

Word: !
impropriety

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: remedy 

Suffix: al (suffix with the general sense of “of the kind of,” 
“pertaining to,” “having the form or character of,” etc.) 

Definition: Affording remedy or tending to remedy something. 
Intended to correct or improve one’s skill in a specified field. 

Synonyms: Corrective, Therapeutic, Restorative, Reparative, 
Beneficial!

Antonyms: Harmful, Damaging, Detrimental, Injurious 

remedi/al

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: impropriety (directly from Latin “improprietas”) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: The quality or condition of being improper. 
Incorrectness. 

Synonyms: Misconduct, Transgression, Wrongdoing, Mistake, 
Offense, Crime, Misdeed !

Antonyms: Propriety,Properness, Correct 



Word: !
uncouth

Word: !
laudable

Prefix: un (prefix meaning “not ”) 
Root word: couth (known or acquainted with) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: Awkward, clumsy, or unmannerly. 

Synonyms: Coarse, Rude, Boorish, Rough, Impolite, Crass !

Antonyms: Polite, Pleasing, Courteous, Nice, Well-mannered, 
Mannerly, Respectful 

un/couth

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: laud (to praise) 

Suffix: able (fit for, given to) 

Definition: Deserving praise. Praiseworthy. Commendable. 

Synonyms: Admirable, Worthy, Exemplary, Respectable, 
Excellent, Deserving, Honorable, Applaudable!

Antonyms: Shameful, Outrageous, Despicable, Unworthy, 
Undeserving, Deplorable, Contemptible 

laud/able



Word: !
ironic

Word: !
omissions

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: irony (from Latin īrōnīa, sarcasm/understatement) 

Suffix: ic (suffix forming adjectives) 

Definition: Using words to convey a meaning that is the opposite of 
its literal meaning. (For example, a person stepping out into a 
thunderstorm and saying, “What nice weather we're having!”) 

Containing or exemplifying irony. Tending to use irony or mockery. 
Coincidental or unexpected. 

Synonyms: Sarcastic, Mocking, Satirical, Paradoxical!

Antonyms: Sincere, Humorless, Actual 

iron/ic

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: omit 

Suffix: ion (denoting action or condition) + s (plural) 

Definition: The act of omitting, to leave out or fail to include or 
mention. Something left out, not done, or neglected. 

Synonyms: Oversights, Negligence, Lapses, Neglect, Errors, 
Failures, Exclusions, Deletions!

Antonyms: Inclusions, Additions,Contains, Involves, Covers  

omiss/ion/s



Word: !
reconcile

Word: !
exemplary

Prefix: re (again) 
Root word: concile (from conciliate, bring together) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: To cause to accept or be resigned to something not 
desired. To win over friendliness or cause to become amicable. To 
bring into agreement or harmony, make compatible or consistent. 

Synonyms: Settle, Accommodate, Adjust, Resolve, Coordinate, 
Mediate, Rectify, Remedy!

Antonyms: Clash, Disagree, Conflict, Break, Estrange 

re/concile

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: exemplum (a pattern, model, copy) 

Suffix: ary (suffix meaning pertaining to, for the purpose of ) 

Definition: Worthy of imitation, commendable. Serving as an 
illustration, specimen, model or pattern. Or serving as a warning. 

Synonyms: Admirable, Ideal, Praiseworthy, Illustrative, 
Reputable  

(For alternate definition: Cautionary, Warning) !

Antonyms: Unworthy, Incorrect, Inferior, Atypical, Sub-par 

exempl/ary



 

 

Word: 
meticulous

Prefix:N/A 
Root Word: meti (from metŪ, meaning fear)) 

Suffix: culous (culōsus, from perīculōsus, meaning 
dangerous) 

Definition: Taking or showing extreme care about minute 
details. Precise, thorough, finicky, fussy. 

  
Synonyms: Careful, Scrupulous, Thorough, Particular, 

Painstaking, Rigorous, Exact, Strict, Methodical 

Antonyms: Careless, Sloppy, Inaccurate, Negligent

Word: 
stealthy

meti/culous

Prefix:N/A 
Root Word: steal) 

Suffix: th (abstract noun suffix) + y (suffix meaning 
characterized by or inclined to) 

Definition: Done, characterized, or acting by stealth (secret, 
clandestine, or surreptitious) 

  
Synonyms: Sneaky, Covert, Secret, Sly, Undercover, Secretive, 

Concealed 

Antonyms: Evident, Unconcealed, Clear, Explicit, Obvious

steal/th/y



 

 

Word: 
guild

Word: 
fastidious

Prefix:N/A 
Root Word: guild) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: An organization of people with related interests, 
goals, etc. Especially one formed for mutual aid or protection. 

  
Synonyms: Society, Union, Club, League, Order, Organization, 

Alliance, Group, Consortium, Coalition 

Antonyms: Separation, Dissociation, Partition, Aloneness, 
Division, Isolation, Nonalignment

Prefix:N/A 
Root Word: fas (fastus, arrogance/pride) + tedium (taidiom) 
Suffix: ous (suffix forming adjectives meaning possessing 

or full of) 

Definition: Excessively particular, critical, or demanding. 
Hard to please. Requiring or characterized by excessive care 

or delicacy. Painstaking.  
  

Synonyms: Fussy, Finicky, Particular, Meticulous, Exacting, 
Persnickety, Choosy, Scrupulous, Demanding 

Antonyms: Carefree, Uncritical, Indifferent, Undemanding

fas/tidi/ous



 

 

Word: 
impartial

Word: 
inexplicably

Prefix:im (variant of prefix “in,” a prefix meaning “un”) 
Root Word: partial (biased) 

Suffix: N/A  

Definition: Not partial or biased. Fair. Just. 
  

Synonyms: Unbiased, Neutral, Unprejudiced, Objective, Equitable, 
Detached, Uninvolved, Judicial 

Antonyms: Unfair, Prejudiced, Partial, Unjust, Discriminatory 

im/partial

Prefix:in (a prefix corresponding to “un”) + ex (prefix meaning 
utterly, thoroughly) 

Root Word: plicāre (to fold) 
Suffix: ate (noun/adjective forming suffix) + ble (variant of 

able) + ly (a suffix forming adverbs)  

Definition: In a way that cannot be accounted for or 
explained. 

  
Synonyms: Mysteriously, Enigmatically, Oddly, Unexplainably, 

Peculiarly, Strangely, Unfathomably, Bafflingly 

Antonyms: Clearly, Apparently, Certainly, Definitely

in/ex/plic/a/b/ly



 

 

Word: 
tenacity

Word: 
ephemeral

Prefix:N/A 
Root Word: tenāc (holding fast) 

Suffix: ity (a suffix expressing state, condition, or quality.) 

Definition: The quality of being tenacious, or of holding fast. 
Persistence. The quality of retaining something. 

  
Synonyms: Perseverance, Determination, Endurance, Resolve, 

Fortitude, Steadfastness, Dedication, Tirelessness 

Antonyms: Hesitation, Discontinuance, Inconsistency, 
Wavering

tenac/ity

Prefix:epi (on) 
Root Word: hēmera (day) 

Suffix: al (suffix meaning “of the kind of, pertaining to, or 
having the form of”) 

Definition: Lasting a very short time. Short-lived. Transitory. 
Lasting but one day. Being of temporary value or passing 

interest. 
  

Synonyms: Fleeting, Brief, Temporary, Impermanent, 
Momentary 

Antonyms: Permanent, Endless, Eternal, Lasting, Constant

ep/hemer/al



 

 

Word: 
alchemy

Word: 
embedded

Prefix:al (the) 
Root Word: chemy (from kīmiyā, chemistry) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A form of chemistry and speculative philosophy practiced in 
the Middle Ages and the Renaissance and concerned principally with 

discovering methods for transmuting baser metals into gold and with finding 
a universal solvent and an elixir of life. 

  
Synonyms: Chemistry, Sorcery, Magic 

Antonyms: Common, Unexceptional, Average

al/chemy

Prefix:em (variant of en, meaning “to cause to be in”) 
Root Word: bed (holding fast) 

Suffix: ed (past tense) 

Definition: Fixed into a surrounding mass. Surrounded 
tightly or firmly. Enveloped or enclosed. 

  
Synonyms: Rooted, Inserted, Enclosed, Fixed, Implanted, 

Ingrained, Lodged, Installed, Grafted, Fastened 

Antonyms: Nonintegrated, Dislodged, Extracted, Removed, 
Released

em/bedd/ed



 

 

Word: 
subtle

Word: 
subterfuge

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: subtle 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: Fine or delicate in meaning or intent. Difficult to 
perceive or understand. Delicate, faint, or mysterious. 

Characterized by mental acuteness. Cunning, wily, or crafty. 
  

Synonyms: Elusive, Astute, Artful, Sly, Clever, Faint, Tricky, 
Understated, Keen, Subdued, Discreet, Restrained 

Antonyms: Obvious, Open, Harsh, Straightforward, Clear, 
Direct, Blatant, Evident, Apparent

Prefix: subter (beneath, below/secretly) 
Root Word: fugere (flee) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: An artifice (clever trick) or expedient (means to 
an end) used to evade a rule, escape a consequence, hide 

something, etc. 
  

Synonyms: Ruse, Deception, Dodge, Ploy, Deceit, Trickery, 
Scheme, Evasion, Maneuver, Pretense, Plot, Scam  

Antonyms: Honesty, Truth, Authenticity 

subter/fuge



 

 

Word: 
serendipity

Word: 
uncanny

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: Serendip (Arabic for Sri Lanka) 

Suffix: ity (a suffix expressing state, condition, or quality) 

Definition: An aptitude for making desirable discoveries by 
accident. Good fortune or luck. (Coined by Horace Walpole, 
1754, for an ability possessed by the heroes of a fairy tale 

called “The Three Princes of Serendip”) 
  

Synonyms: Chance, Fluke, Fortuity, Coincidence, Happenstance  

Antonyms: Misfortune, Mishap, Disaster, Catastrophe

serendip/ity

Prefix: un (not) 
Root Word: can (ability, power, skill) 

Suffix: y (characterized by or inclined to) 

Definition: Having or seeming to have a supernatural or 
inexplicable basis. Beyond the ordinary or normal. 

Extraordinary. Mysterious. Uncomfortably strange. 
  

Synonyms: Eerie, Spooky, Unearthly, Unnatural, Strange, 
Creepy, Mysterious, Bizarre, Extraordinary, Unusual  

Antonyms: Natural, Usual, Normal, Ordinary, Typical, Common

un/cann/y



 

Word: 
obstinate

Prefix: ob (prefix meaning “toward, to, on, over, against”) 
Root Word: stin (to stand) 

Suffix: ate (adjective forming suffix) 

Definition: Firmly or stubbornly adhering to one’s purpose, 
opinion, etc. Not yielding to argument, persuasion, or 

entreaty. 
  

Synonyms: Headstrong, Stubborn, Contrary, Persistent, 
Unbending, Inflexible, Unyielding, Uncompromising, Resolute 

Antonyms: Flexible, Submissive, Compliant, Willing, Yielding, 
Cooperative

ob/stin/ate



Word: 
indignant

Prefix: in (a prefix having a negative force, 
corresponding to “un.”) 

Root Word: dign (worthy) 
Suffix: ant (characterized by or serving in the 

capacity of) 

Definition: Feeling, characterized by, or 
expressing strong displeasure at something 

considered unjust, offensive, or insulting. 
  

Synonyms: Angry, Irritated, Annoyed, 
Resentful, Irate, Furious, Incensed, 
Exasperated, Outraged, Offended 

Antonyms: Happy, Pleased, Peaceful, Calm, 
Cool, Content, Cheerful 

Word: 
quelled

in/dign/ant

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: quell (kill) 

Suffix: ed (suffix forming past tense) 

Definition: Suppressed, extinguished. 
Vanquished, subdued. 

  
Synonyms: Calmed, Appeased, Soothed, 
Stifled, Crushed, Assuaged, Conquered, 
Pacified, Quieted, Quashed, Mollified 

Antonyms: Agitated, Alarmed, Appalled, 
Daunted, Discomforted, Disheartened, 

Dismayed, Disturbed 

quell/ed



Word: 
fount

Word: 
cosmos

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: fount (short for fountain) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A spring of water. Fountain. A 
source or origin. 

  
Synonyms: Source, Spring, Wellspring, 
Origin, Well, Root, Beginning, Cause 

Antonyms: Conclusion, End, Last, Ending, 
Finish 

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: cosmos (order, form, 

arrangement, the world or universe) 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition:  The world or universe 
regarded as an orderly, harmonious 

system. 
  

Synonyms: Universe, World, Galaxy, Space 

Antonyms: Emptiness, Nothingness, 
Disorganization, Nonexistence, Void 



Word: 
asteroid belt

Word: 
exoplanets

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: asteroid (starry, starlike) & belt 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: The region in space between 
the orbits of Mars and Jupiter, containing 
the greatest population of asteroids in our 

solar system. 
  

Synonyms for Asteroid: Planetoid, Meteor, 
Meteoroid, Meteorite, Comet 

Antonyms: N/A 

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: exo + planet 

Suffix: s (plural) 

Definition: Planets that revolve around a 
star other than the sun. 

  
Synonyms for Asteroid: Extrasolar planets 

Antonyms: N/A 

compound word: exo+planet/s



Word: 
forged

Word: 
physics

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: forge (to fabricate) 

Suffix: ed (suffix meaning past tense) 

Definition: Formed by heating and 
hammering, beat into shape. Formed or 
made, especially by concentrated effort. 

  
Synonyms: Shaped, Formed, Molded, 

Fashioned, Made, Constructed, 
Formulated, Fabricated, Built, Created 

Antonyms: Destroyed, Obliterated, 
Unraveled, Broken, Ruined, Extinguished 

forg/ed

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: physic (natural science) 

Suffix: ics (a suffix that denotes a body of 
facts, knowledge, principles, etc.) 

Definition: The science that deals with 
matter, energy, motion and force. 

  
Synonyms: Physical Science, Natural 

Science, Life Sciences 

Antonyms: Nonphysical 

phys/ics



Word: 
climate change

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: climate & change 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A long-term change in the 
earth’s climate, especially a change due to 

an increase in average atmospheric 
temperature. 

  
Synonyms: Global Warming, Climate 

Crisis 

Antonyms: Stable, Resilient, Invariable, 
Sustained 



Word: 
compute

Word: 
instinct

Prefix: com (a prefix meaning with, 
together or completely) 

Root Word: pute (from putāre, to think) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: To determine by calculation. 
Reckon, calculate. 

  

Synonyms: Figure, Count, Total, Work Out, 
Enumerate, Determine, Measure 

Antonyms: Guess, Conjecture, Estimate 

com/pute

Prefix: in (into, in, on, upon) 
Root Word: stinct (from stinguere, prick) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: An inborn tendency to action 
common to a given biological species. A 

natural or innate impulse. 
  

Synonyms: Intuition, Aptitude, Impulse 

Antonyms: Inability, Disinclination, 
Aversion 

in/stinct



Word: 
truce

Word: 
refurbish

Prefix: N/A 

Root Word: truce 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A suspension of hostilities 
for a specified period of time by mutual 

agreement. An agreement or treaty. 
  

Synonyms: Peace, Armistice, Ceasefire, 
Lull, Rest, Agreement, Pause, Reprieve 

Antonyms: War, Fight, Struggle, Battle, 
Combat, Conflict 

Prefix: re (again) 
Root Word: furbish (to polish) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: To furbish (to restore to 
freshness) again. Renovate. Brighten.  

  

Synonyms: Overhaul, Revamp, Recondition, 
Restore, Rehabilitate, Renew, Repair 

Antonyms: Destroy, Ruin, Deteriorate 

re/furbish



Word: 
glitch

Word: 
inoperative

Prefix: N/A 

Root Word: glitch 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A defect or malfunction in a 
machine. A brief or sudden interruption or 

surge in voltage in an electric circuit.  
  

Synonyms: Snag, Setback, Error, Difficulty, 
Mishap, Mistake 

Antonyms: Solution, Functional, 
Enhancement, Benefit, Capability 

Prefix: in (a prefix corresponding to “un”) 

Root Word: oper (from opera, meaning 
work) 

Suffix: ate (verbal suffix) + ive (suffix 
expressing function) 

Definition: Not operative. Not in 
operation. No longer in effect. Canceled. 

  

Synonyms: Inactive, Broken, Unusable, Out 
of Order, Defective, Malfunctioning 

Antonyms: Active, Operative, Working 

in/oper/at/ive



Word: 
defective

Word: 
nonessential

Prefix: N/A 

Root Word: defect (from dēfec, meaning 
run short, fail, weaken) 

Suffix: ive (suffix expressing function) 

Definition: Having a defect (a 
shortcoming or imperfection) or flaw. Faulty. 

  

Synonyms: Flawed, Deficient, Inadequate, 
Lacking, Damaged, Impaired 

Antonyms: Flawless, Complete, Faultless, 
Excellent, Functioning, Adequate 

defect/ive

Prefix: non (a prefix meaning “not”) 

Root Word: essenti (from essence) 

Suffix: al (suffix meaning “of the kind of, 
pertaining to”) 

Definition: Not essential. Not necessary. 
  

Synonyms: Unnecessary, Unimportant, 
Needless, Expendable, Superfluous 

Antonyms: Essential, Important, Necessary, 
Needed, Indispensable, Vital 

non/essenti/al



Word: 
aftermath

Word: 
artificial

Prefix: N/A 

Root Word: after + math 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: Something that results or 
follows from an event, especially one of a 

disastrous or unfortunate nature. 
  

Synonyms: Consequence, Effect, Outcome, 
Wake, Result, Product, Results, Conclusion 

Antonyms: Cause, Reason, Basis, 
Beginning, Origin, Causation, Source 

compound word

Prefix: N/A 

Root Word: artifice (from artificis, meaning 
artist or master of art) 

Suffix: al (suffix meaning “of the kind of, 
pertaining to”) 

Definition: Made by human skill. Produced by 
humans. Imitation. Lacking naturalness. Forced. 

  

Synonyms: Fake, False, Synthetic, Unnatural, 
Contrived, Simulated, Pseudo, Man-Made 

Antonyms: Real, Natural, Organic, Genuine 

artifici/al



Word: 
adapt

Word: 
activate

Prefix: ad (a prefix meaning “toward”) 

Root Word: apt (meaning suited or 
appropriate) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: To make suitable to 
requirements/conditions. Adjust or modify. 

  

Synonyms: Change, Alter, Accommodate, 
Conform, Convert, Revise, Rework 

Antonyms: Refuse, Damage, Destroy, 
Persist, Remain, Maintain, Unchanged 

ad/adapt

Prefix: N/A 

Root Word: active (a doing) 

Suffix: ate (verbal suffix) 

Definition: To make active. Cause to 
function or act. 

  

Synonyms: Start, Initiate, Energize, Begin, 
Spark, Animate, Launch, Start Up, Awaken 

Antonyms: Stop, Finish, Deactivate, 
Conclude, Halt, Terminate, End, Turn Off 

activ/ate



Word: 
sensors

Word: 
observation

Prefix: N/A 

Root Word: sense (sensation/feeling) 
Suffix: or (a suffix forming animate or 

inanimate agent nouns) + s (plural) 

Definition: A mechanical device 
sensitive to light, temperature, radiation 

level, or the like, that transmits a signal to 
a measuring or control instrument. 

  

Synonyms: Detectors, Feelers, Indicators 

Antonyms: N/A 

sens/or/s

Prefix: ob (prefix meaning toward, to, on) 

Root Word: serve (to keep, save) 

Suffix: ion (suffix denoting action or 
condition) 

Definition: An act or instance of noticing or 
perceiving. Regarding attentively or watching. 

Viewing or noticing a fact. 
  

Synonyms: Notice, Attention, Remark, 
Examination, Inspection, Note, View, Watch 

Antonyms: Inattention, Indifference, Disregard 

ob/servat/ion



Word: 
programming

Prefix: pro (a prefix meaning advancing) 

Root Word: gram (something written) 

Suffix: ing (a suffix expressing action) 

Definition: The act or process of 
planning or writing a program. 

  

Synonyms: Planning, Arrange, 
Computerization, Designing, Organize 

Antonyms: Disarray, Disorder, Disorganize, 
Improvise, Overlook 

pro/gramm/ing



Word:  
fossil

Word:  
limestone

Prefix: N/A 
R!t Word: fossil 

Su"ix: N/A 

Defini#on: Any remains, impression, or trace of a 
living thing of a former geologic age. A skeleton, 

footprint, etc. 
  

Synonyms: Relic, Trace, Impression, Specimen, 
Remains, Skeleton, Remnant, Deposit 

Antonyms: New, Fresh, Whole 

Prefix: N/A 
R!t Word: lime + stone 

Su"ix: N/A 

Defini#on: A sedimentary rock consisting 
predominantly of calcium carbonate, varieties of which 

are formed from the skeletons of marine 
microorganisms and coral. Used as a building stone. 

  
Synonyms: Stone, Rock, Conglomerate 

Antonyms: N/A 

compound word



Word:  
shale

Word:  
ammonite

Prefix: N/A 
R!t Word: shale 

Su"ix: N/A 

Defini#on: A rock of fissile (capable of being split) or 
laminated structure formed by the consolidation of 

clay or argillaceous (resembling clay) material.  
  

Synonyms: Clay, Stratified Rock 

Antonyms: N/A 

Prefix: N/A 
R!t Word: ammon 

Su"ix: ite (a suffix of nouns denoting association with 
minerals and fossils) 

Defini#on: The coiled, chambered fossil shell of an 
ammonoid (any cephalopod mollusk of the extinct order 

Ammonoidea.) 
  

Synonyms: Ammonoid, Fossil, Remains 

Antonyms: N/A 

ammon/ite



Word:  
banter

Word:  
bivalves

Prefix: N/A 
R!t Word: banter 

Su"ix: N/A 

Defini#on: An exchange of light, playful, teasing 
remarks. Good-natured raillery (ridicule). 

  
Synonyms: Joke, Repartee, Chaff, Jest, Joking, Jolly, 
Kidding, Teasing, Raillery, Quip, Wordplay, Wisecrack 

Antonyms: Flattery, Seriousness, Praise, Applaud, 
Sincerity, Admiration, Earnestness, Humorless 

Prefix: N/A 
R!t Word: bi (meaning two) + valve 

Su"ix: s (plural) 

Defini#on: Also called lamellibranch. Any mollusk, 
as the oyster, clam, scallop, or mussel, of the class 
Bivalvia, having two shells hinged together, a soft 

body, and lamellate gills. 
  

Synonyms: Mollusks, Lamellibranchs, Shells 

Antonyms: N/A 

compound word + plural suffix



Word:  
opium

Word:  
consumption

Prefix: N/A 
R!t Word: opium 

Su"ix: N/A 

Defini#on: The dried, condensed juice of a poppy that has a 
narcotic (numbing effect), soporific (causes sleep), analgesic 
(relieves pain), and astringent (cleans and constricts) effect 

and contains morphine,  codeine, papaverine, and other 
alkaloids used in medicine in their isolated or derived forms. A 

narcotic substance, poisonous in large doses. 
  

Synonyms: Opiate, Tranquilizer, Painkiller, Drug 

Antonyms: Stimulant, Stimulating, Stimulative 

Prefix: con (with, together) 
R!t Word: sump (to take up) 

Su"ix: ion (suffix denoting action or condition) 

Defini#on: 1) Tuberculosis, an infectious disease, of 
the lungs. 2) The acting of consuming, as by use, decay 

or destruction. 
  

Synonyms: Tuberculosis, Infection, Disease, Ingestion, 
Consume, Erosion, Devouring, Decay 

Antonyms: Health, Healthy, Uninfected, Conservation, 
Saving, Reserve 

con/sump/tion



Word:  
upholstery

Word:  
nodule

Prefix: N/A 
R!t Word: upholster (back formation from 

upholsterer) 
Su"ix: y (suffix forming nouns from verbs) 

Defini#on: The materials used to cushion and cover 
furniture. 

  
Synonyms: Stuffing, Cushioning, Padding, Filling, 

Pad, Cushion, Wadding, Lining, Covering 

Antonyms: Emptying, Hardening, Strengthening, 
Uncovering, Removing 

upholster/y

Prefix: N/A 
R!t Word: node (knot) 

Su"ix: ule (suffix forming nouns) 

Defini#on: A small node, knot, or knob. A small, 
rounded mass or lump. 

  
Synonyms: Lump, Node, Swelling, Tubercle, Knot, 
Bump, Bulge, Protrusion, Knob, Growth, Tumor 

Antonyms: Cavity, Crater, Dent, Depression, Dimple, 
Dip, Groove, Hole, Hollow, Indentation 

nod/ule



Word:  
geologist

Word:  
cataclysmic

Prefix: N/A 
R!t Word: geo (the Earth) + logy (body of 

knowledge) 
Su"ix: ist (a suffix that denotes a person who practices 

or is concerned with something) 

Defini#on: A person who specializes in geologic 
research and study. 

  
Synonyms: Scientist, Earth Scientist, Mineral 

Collector, Rock Collector 

Antonyms: N/A 

geo+ log/ist

Prefix: cata (prefix meaning “down,” “against,” “back”) 
R!t Word: clysm (from klysmós, a washing) 

Su"ix: ic (having to do with, having the nature of) 

Defini#on: Of, relating to, or resulting from 
cataclysm (a sudden and violent physical action 

producing changes in the earth’s surface.) 
  

Synonyms: Disastrous, Calamitous, Catastrophic, 
Ruinous, Destructive, Tragic, Devastating 

Antonyms: Helpful, Constructive, Beneficial, 
Fortunate, Lucky 

cata/clysm/ic



Word:  
plantation

Prefix:   N/A 
Root Word:   plant 

Suffix:  ation (a combination of ate and ion, used to form 
nouns) 

Definition:   A large farm or estate in a tropical or 
semitropical zone, for the cultivation of cotton, tobacco, 

coffee, sugarcane, etc. typically by enslaved, unpaid, or low-
wage resident laborers. 

  
Synonyms:  Farm, Ranch, Grove, Estate, Settlement, 

Colony, Manor 

Antonyms:  Desert, Wilderness, Barren, Desolate 

Word:  
patterrollers

plant/ation

Prefix:   N/A 
Root Word:   patterrollers (from patrollers) 

Suffix:  N/A 

Definition:   “Slave patrols,” especially in the Southern 
United States, were groups of men who watched and 

restricted the movements of  enslaved people at night. 
  

Synonyms:  Patrol, Patrollers, Pattyrollers, Paddy  Rollers 

Antonyms:  Runaway, Escapee, Free 



Word:  
griot

Prefix:   N/A 
Root Word:   griot (of  French origins) 

Suffix:  N/A 

Definition:   A member of a hereditary caste among the 
peoples of western Africa whose function is to keep an oral 
history of the tribe or village and to entertain with stories, 

poems, songs, dances, etc. 
  

Synonyms:  Story-teller, Narrator, Biographer, Minstrel, 
Poet, Teller, Bard, Recounter, Reciter 

Antonyms:  Listener, Audience, Fan 



Word:  
slave
Prefix: N/A 

Root Word: slave (from Slav) 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A person who is treated as the 
property of another and forced to provide unpaid 

labor. A person under the domination of some 
influence or person. 

Note: Discuss that the term “enslaved person” is now used to separate 
the person from their circumstances as a person is not defined by the 

horrific actions of the people around them. 
  

Synonyms: Servant, Laborer, Enslaved, Captive, 
Prisoner, Hostage  

Antonyms: Master, Boss, Free, Liberated 

Word:  
trough

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: trough (from Old English trōh) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A long, narrow, open receptacle, 
usually boxlike in shape, used chiefly to hold water 

or food for animals. 
  

Synonyms: Channel, Gutter, Chute, Feeder, 
Basin, Waterer, Dispenser 

Antonyms: N/A 



Word:  
determination

Word:  
caulking

Prefix: de (prefix meaning separation) 
Root Word: termin (from termināre, to bound 

or limit) 
Suffix: ate (verbal suffix) ion (suffix denoting 

action or condition) 

Definition: The act of coming to a decision or of 
fixing or settling a purpose. The quality of being 

resolute. Firmness of purpose. 
  

Synonyms: Resolve, Resolution, Perseverance, 
Tenacity, Persistence, Courage, Fortitude  

Antonyms: Doubt, Hesitation, Indecision 

de/termin/at/ion

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: caulk 

Suffix: ing (a suffix of nouns formed from verbs, 
expressing the action of the verb or its result, 

product, material, etc.) 

Definition: To fill or close seams or crevices in 
order to make watertight or airtight, etc. To fill 

or close. To drive the edges together. 
  

Synonyms: Seal, Sealer, Caulk, Plug, Sealant 

Antonyms: Loosen, Unseal, Open 

caulk/ing



Word:  
Harriet Tubman

Word:  
Emancipation 
Proclamation 

*emphasis on the word emancipation*


Important Person Card 

Description: Harriet Tubman was a woman who 
had been born into slavery on a Maryland plantation. 
She escaped enslavement in 1849, traveling nearly 90 

miles into the free state of Pennsylvania. She soon 
returned to help many family members and enslaved 

people, at least 70, gain their freedom as a “conductor” 
of the Underground Railroad. She also instructed 

dozens of others on how to escape on their own. She was 
never caught nor lost a “passenger” despite having to 
travel as far north as Canada, where the enslavement 

of people was prohibited. Harriet Tubman also served as 
a scout, spy, guerrilla soldier, and nurse for the Union 
Army during the Civil War, where her involvement in 
the Combahee River Raid of 1863 helped liberate more 

than 700 enslaved people! 

Proper Nouns

Prefix: e (out of, from) 
Root Word: man (hand) + cip (to seize) 

Suffix: ate (verbal suffix) + ion (a suffix denoting action of 
condition) 

Definition: The proclamation issued by President Lincoln on 
September 22, 1862, that freed enslaved people in those territories 

still in rebellion again the Union from January 1, 1863, forward.  
(*In itself, the Emancipation Proclamation did not free all enslaved people, because it applied only to 
rebellious areas that the federal government did not then control. It did not affect the four states 
that allowed slavery that stayed within the Union: Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri.) 

  
Synonyms: Liberation, Release, Deliverance, Freedom, 

Independence 

Antonyms: Captivity, Imprisonment, Enslavement

e/man/cip/at/ion          pro/clam/ation



Word:  
abolished

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: abolish 

Suffix: ed (a suffix meaning past tense) 

Definition: To have done away with. To have put 
an end to. Annulled. Made void. 

  
Synonyms: Eliminated, Repealed, Cancelled, 

Revoked, Removed, Rescinded Eradicated 

Antonyms: Acceptable, Admissible, Allowable, 
Approved, Authorized, Enforceable  

abolish/ed



Word:  
gangway

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: gang + way 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: An opening in the railing or bulwark (a 
solid wall enclosing the perimeter of  a deck for the 

protection of persons or objects on deck) of a ship, as 
that into which a gangplank (a flat plank) fits. 

  
Synonyms: Walkway, Catwalk, Gateway, 

Passage, Path 

Antonyms: Blockade, Solid, Whole, 
Impenetrable 

Word:  
mast

compound word

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: mast 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A structure rising above the hull and 
upper portions of a ship or boat to hold sails, spars, 

rigging, booms, signals, etc., at some point on the 
fore-and-aft line, as a foremast  or mainmast. 

  
Synonyms: Pole, Post, Spar, Boom, Pillar, 

Timber, Tower, Column 

Antonyms: Deck, Flat, Below Board 



Word:  
keel

Word:  
marooned

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: keel 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A central fore-and-aft structural 
member in the bottom of a hull, extending from the 

stem to the sternpost and having the floors or 
frames attached to it, usually at right angles. 

Sometimes projecting from the bottom of the hull 
to provide stability. 

  
Synonyms: Boat, Vessel, Watercraft, Ship, Craft 

Antonyms: N/A 

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: maroon 

Suffix: ed (suffix indicating past tense) 

Definition: To put ashore and abandon on a 
desolate island or coast by way of punishment or 

the like, as was done by buccaneers. 
  

Synonyms: Stranded, Deserted, Isolated, 
Forsaken, Stuck, Abandoned, Left 

Antonyms: Accompanied, Escorted, Awarded, 
Comfortable,  Inhabited, Crowded 

maroon/ed



Word:  
frigate

Word:  
winch

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: frigate (of obscure origin) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A fast vessel of the late 18th and early 
19th centuries, generally, having a lofty ship rig and 

heavily armed on one or two decks. 
  

Synonyms: Warship, Battleship, Guard Ship, 
Destroyer, Gunboat 

Antonyms: Sailboat, Pleasure Boat, 
Recreational Craft 

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: winch (Old English “wince”) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: The crank or handle of a revolving 
machine. Any of various devices for cranking. 

  
Synonyms: Hoist, Lifting Gear, Pulley, Lift, 

Hoisting Gear 

Antonyms: N/A 



Word:  
humanitarian

Word:  
ruse

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: human 

Suffix: ity (a suffix used to form abstract 
nouns expressing state, condition, or quality) + 

arian (a suffix forming personal nouns) 

Definition: Having concern for or helping improve 
the welfare and happiness of people. Pertaining to 
the saving of human lives or to the alleviation of 

suffering. 
  

Synonyms: Selfless, Considerate, Humane, 
Kindhearted, Compassionate 

Antonyms: Selfish, Cruel, Inhumane, Unkind 

human/it/arian

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: ruse 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A trick, stratagem (a plan, scheme), or 
artifice (a clever trick). 

  
Synonyms: Ploy, Subterfuge, Scheme, 

Deception, Wile, Plot, Gambit, Hoax, Deceit, 
Tactic, Scam, Trickery 

Antonyms: Honesty, Loyalty, Truth, 
Forthrightness 



Word:  
corset

Word:  
euphoric

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: corset (Old French) 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A stiffened, elasticated, or lace 
foundation garnet that usually extends from below 

the chest to the hips, providing support for the 
spine and stomach and shaping the figure. 

  
Synonyms: Girdle, Stays, Bodice, Underwear, 

Undergarment, Support, Underclothes 

Antonyms: Overclothes, Overdress, Outdoor 
Clothes, Wrap, Coat, Outerwear, Overcoat 

Prefix: eu (well) 
Root Word: phor (from “pherein” to carry) 

Suffix: ic (a suffix forming adjectives) 

Definition: Intensely happy or confident. 
  

Synonyms: Happy, Elated, Overjoyed, Ecstatic, 
Joyful, Delighted, Blissful, Gleeful, Thrilled 

Antonyms: Sad, Blue, Depressed, Dejected, 
Gloomy, Down, Miserable, Distressed 

eu/phor/ic



Word:  
bluff

Word:  
reef

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: bluff 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: 1) To mislead by a display of strength, 
self-confidence, or the like. 2) A cliff, headland, or hill 

with a broad, steep face. 
  

Synonyms: 1) Trick, Fool, Deceive, Mislead, 
Deception, Bamboozle, 2) Cliff, Crag, Ridge 

Antonyms: Honesty, Truth, Sincerity 

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: reef 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A ridge of rocks or sand, often of coral 
debris, at or near the surface of the water. 

  
Synonyms: Shoal, Shelf, Sandbar, Sandbank, 

Bar, Bank, Ledge, Shallow 

Antonyms: Woods, Forest, Desert, Inland 



Word:  
civilized

Word:  
belay

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: civil 

Suffix: ize (verb forming suffix) + ed (suffix 
indicating past tense) 

Definition: Having an advanced or humane 
culture, society. Of or relating to civilized people. 

  
Synonyms: Polite, Cultured, Civil, 

Sophisticated, Courteous, Educated, Mannerly 

Antonyms: Wild, Uncivilized, Unrefined, 
Primitive 

civil/iz/ed

Prefix: be (prefix used in the formation of 
verbs) 

Root Word: lay (to lay, put in place) 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: To fasten (a rope) by winding around 
a pin or short rod inserted in a holder so that both 

ends of the rod are clear. 
  

Synonyms: Wrap, Coil, Secure, Twist 

Antonyms: Loosen, Uncoil, Unravel, Unroll 

be/lay



Word:  
lagoon

Word:  
bargain

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: lagoon 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: An area of shallow water separated 
from the sea by low sandy dunes. Any small, pond-
like body of water, especially one connected with a 

larger body of water. 
  

Synonyms: Cove, Bay, Pool, Gulf, Inlet, Shallows 

Antonyms: Inland, Land, Open Sea 

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: bargain 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: 1) An advantageous purchase, 
especially one acquired at less than the usual cost. 2) 

An agreement between parties settling what each 
shall give and take or perform and receive in a 

transaction. 
  

Synonyms: Deal, Negotiate, Contract, Haggle, 
Agreement, Arrangement, Barter, Trade 

Antonyms: Disagreement, Bicker, Disagree, 
Expensive, Overpriced, Pricey 



Word:  
savvy

Word:  
mutiny

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: savvy 

Suffix: N/A 

Definition: Experienced, knowledgable, and well 
informed. Shrewd. 

  
Synonyms: Comprehend, Grasp, 

Understanding, Discernment, Sharp, Smart, 
Clever, Wisdom, Intelligence, Perceptive 

Antonyms: Inexperienced, Naive, Foolishness, 
Nonsensical, Uninformed, Senseless 

Prefix: N/A 
Root Word: mutin (from mutine, revolt) 

Suffix: y (a suffix used in formation of action 
nouns) 

Definition: Revolt or rebellion against 
constituted authority, especially by sailors 
against their officers. Rebellion against any 

authority. 
  

Synonyms: Insurrection, Uprising, Revolution, 
Riot, Insurgence, Insubordination, Treason 

Antonyms: Obey, Loyalty, Obedience, Serve, 
Comply, Acquiesce, Allegiance 

mutin/y



Word:  
parry
Prefix: N/A 

Root Word: parry 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: To ward off (a thrust, stroke, 
weapon, etc.), as in fencing. Avert. To turn aside. 

Evade or dodge. 
  

Synonyms: Sidestep, Duck, Elude, Fend Off, 
Deflect, Block, Repel, Avert, Avoid, Rebuff 

Antonyms: Contact, Confront, Encounter, Face, 
Endure 


