
Torchlight History Alternate Alignment 
History by Century Series by Rockridge Press (Replaces The History Book Alternate)

For use by Torchlight Level 4 license holders only 

Book Titles required 
19th Century American History for Kids by Kelly Milner Halls

20th Century World History for Kids by Judy Dodge Cummings
20th Century American History for Kids by Andrea Bentley

20th Century American Women’s History for Kids Carrie Cagle 
20th Century African American History for Kids by Margeaux Weston

Torchlight Level 
4, Edition 1 Social 
Studies Themes: 

Torchlight Level 4 
History Assignments: 

History by Century Series Alignment: 

Week 1
The British Empire 

-Video 
*Historically Themed 

Read-aloud

Week 2
Colonial Ups & 

Downs 

-Videos 
*Historically Themed 

Read-aloud

19th Century American History for Kids sections “Chapter Four Intro” and “Southern Succession: 1860-
1861” pp. 62-66 

Week 3
Civil War & Steam 

-A Different Mirror 
-A Child Through Time 

-When on Earth? 
-Videos 

- A Child’s Introduction to 
African American History 

-Sweet Potato Pie act. 
*Historically Themed 

Read-aloud

19th Century American History for Kids sections “The Civil War: 1861-1865” and “Emancipation 
Proclamation: 1863” pp. 67-72 



Week 4
Post-Civil War 

-A Different Mirror 
-Video 

-A Child’s Introduction to 
African American History

19th Century American History for Kids sections “Union Victory & Lincoln’s Assassination: 1865” and 
“Reconstruction: 1865-1877” pp. 73-78 

Week 5
Changes in Asia 

-When on Earth? 

Week 6
Nationalism 

19th Century American History for Kids sections “The Battle of Little Bighorn: 1876” pp. 79-81 

Week 7
Colonialism in Africa 

-Video 
-When on Earth?

19th Century American History for Kids sections “Chapter Five Intro” and “Jim Crow Laws: 1880s” pp. 
82-86 

Week 8
The Shifting Face of 

America 

-A Different Mirror 
-The Statue of Liberty 

-Virtual Tour

19th Century American History for Kids sections “Robber Barons & Captains of Industry: 1880s” and 
“Haymarket Riot: 1886” pp. 87-92 

Week 9
The Gilded Age 

-A Child’s Introduction to 
African American History 

-A Different Mirror 
-When on Earth? 

-Video

19th Century American History for Kids sections “How the Other Half Lives: 1890” and “Plessy v. 
Ferguson: 1896” pp. 93-98 

Week 10
Polar Exploration 

-Shackleton’s Journey 
-When on Earth? 

-Research Matthew 
Henson 

*Historically Themed 
Read-aloud

No readings schedule due to Shackleton’s Journey being the history reading for the week

Week 11
Urban Culture 

-Eyewitness to Titanic 
*Historically Themed 

Read-aloud

19th Century American History for Kids sections “The Spanish American War: 1898” and “Looking 
Ahead” pp. 99-103 
20th Century World History for Kids sections “Introduction,” “The World at the Turn of the 20th Century” 
and “Chapter One Intro” pp. viii-3 
20th Century American History for Kids sections “Introduction,” “America at the Turn of the Century” 
and “Chapter One Intro” pp. viii-3 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “Introduction,” “Women in the United States 
at the Turn of the Century” and “Chapter One Intro” pp. viii-3 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “Introduction,” “African Americans at the Turn 
of the Century” and “Chapter One Intro” pp. viii-3



Week 12
Modernizing Turkey 

-Videos 20th Century World History for Kids sections “Einstein’s Theory of Relativity: 1905” and “The Mexican 
Revolution: 1910” pp. 4-9 
20th Century American History for Kids sections “The First Airplane Flight: 1903” and “Building the 
Panama Canal: 1904-1914” pp. 4-9 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “New Leaders in the Suffrage Movement: 
1900” and “Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire: 1911” pp. 4-9 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “Founding of the NAACP: 1909” and “Marcus 
Garvey Establishes the UNIA: 1914” pp. 4-9 

Week 13
The Great War 

-When on Earth? 
-A Child Through Time 

-Dazzle Ships 
*Historically Themed 

Read-aloud

20th Century World History for Kids sections “Race for the South Pole: 1911” and “The Assassination of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand: 1914” pp. 10-15 
20th Century American History for Kids sections “World War I: 1914-1918” and “The Great Migration: 
1916-1970” pp. 10-15 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “Girl Scouts of America: 1912” and “Women’s 
Suffrage Parade in Washington, DC: 1913” pp. 10-15 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “The Great Migration: 1915” and “The Silent 
Parade: 1917” pp. 10-15 

Week 14
A World Torn Apart 

-A Child Through Time 
-Daisy and the Deadly Flu 

-Fever Year 
-Video 

*Historically Themed 
Read-aloud

20th Century World History for Kids sections “The Spanish Flu: 1918” and “The Treaty of Versailles and 
the League of Nations: 1919” pp. 16-21 
20th Century American History for Kids sections “Prohibition: 1919-1933” and “The Women’s Suffrage 
Movement: 1920”pp. 16-21 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “First Woman Elected to Congress: 1916” and 
“19th Amendment is Ratified: 1920”pp. 16-21 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “The Harlem Renaissance: 1918-1937” and 
“Founding of the Negro National League: 1920”pp. 16-21 

Week 15
National Identities 

Form 

-A Different Mirror 20th Century World History for Kids sections “Chapter Two Intro” and “The Founding of the Soviet 
Union: 1922” pp. 22-26 
20th Century American History for Kids sections “Chapter Two Intro” and “The Roaring Twenties: 1920” 
pp. 22-26 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “Chapter Two Intro” and “The Rise of the 
Flapper: 1920s” pp. 22-26 

Week 16
Changing World 

-Suffragette: The Battle for 
Equality 
-Video 

-A Child’s Introduction to 
African American History 

-A Different Mirror 
-Tulsa Race Riot 

20th Century World History for Kids sections “The First Television: 1926” and “The Chinese Civil War: 
1927 to 1949” pp. 27-32 
20th Century American History for Kids sections “Charles Lindbergh’s Flight: 1927”, “Babe Ruth’s Home 
Run Record: 1927” and “The Big Screen Comes to Life: 1927” pp. 27-35 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids section “Equal Rights Amendment: 1923” pp. 27-29 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “Chapter Two Intro,” “The Tulsa Race Massacre:
1921,” “The Pullman Porters Union: 1925” and “The First Negro History Week: 1926” pp. 22-32 



Week 17
A Struggling World 

-When on Earth? 
-Hoover Stew act. 

-The Great American Dust 
Bowl 

*Historically Themed 
Read-aloud

20th Century World History for Kids section “The Great Depression: 1929 to the 1930s” pp. 33-35 
20th Century American History for Kids sections “The Great Depression: 1929-1930s” and “The New 
Deal: 1933-1939” pp. 36-41 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “The Great Depression Begins: 1929” and 
“Founding of the Ninety-Nines: 1929” pp. 30-35 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “The Trial of the Scottsboro Boys: 1931” and 
“The Tuskegee Experiments: 1932” pp. 33-38 

Week 18
Rise of Fascism 

-Video 
*Historically Themed 

Read-aloud

20th Century World History for Kids sections “The Salt March: 1930” and “The Rise of Nazism: 1933” pp. 
36-41 
20th Century American History for Kids sections “Chapter Three Intro” pp. 42-43 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “First Woman Cabinet Member: 1933” and 
“The National Council of Negro Women: 1935” pp. 36-41 
20th Century African American History for Kids section “The Berlin Olympics: 1936” pp. 39-41

Week 19
The Axis & the Allies 

-Infinite Hope 
-A Different Mirror 

-A Child Through Time 
-When on Earth? 

*Historically Themed 
Read-aloud

20th Century World History for Kids sections “Chapter Three Intro” and “The Atomic Bomb: 1945” pp. 
42-46 
20th Century American History for Kids section “World War II: 1940-1945” pp. 44-46 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “Chapter Three Intro” and “Rosie the Riveter: 
1942” pp. 42-46 
20th Century African American History for Kids section “Chapter Three Intro” pp. 42-43 

Week 20
Atrocities of War 

-A Child Through Time 
-Hidden 

-A Different Mirror 
-Fred Korematsu Speaks 

Up 
-They Called Us Enemy 

-When on Earth? 
-Videos 

*Historically Themed 
Read-aloud

20th Century World History for Kids section “The Founding of the United Nations: 1945” pp. 47-49 
20th Century American History for Kids section “The Push for Peace: 1940s” pp. 47-49 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “The All-American Girls Professional Baseball 
League: 1943” and “The Universal Declaration of Human Rights: 1948” pp. 47-52 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “Jackie Robinson Breaks the Color Barrier: 
1947” and “Integration of the US Armed Forces: 1948” pp. 44-49 

Week 21
Birth of New Nations

-Politics for Beginners 
-When on Earth? 

-A Child Through Time 
-Roti act. 

*Historically Themed 
Read-aloud

20th Century World History for Kids section “The Cold War: 1947 to 1991” pp. 50-52 
20th Century American History for Kids section “The Cold War: From 1947” pp. 50-52 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “The Women’s Armed Services Integration 
Act: 1948” and “Premier of I Love Lucy: 1951” pp. 53-58 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “Brown v. Board of Education: 1954” and “The 
Montgomery Bus Boycott: 1955” pp. 50-55 



Week 22
Growth of 

Communism 

-Russian Salad act. 
-When on Earth? 

-Politics for Beginners 
*Historically Themed 

Read-aloud

20th Century World History for Kids section “Castro in Cuba: 1959” 
pp. 59-61 and section “The Chinese Cultural Revolution: 1966” pp. 73-75 
20th Century American History for Kids section “The Korean War: 1950-1953” pp. 53-55 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids section “Rosa Parks Refuses to Give Up Her Seat: 
1955” pp. 59-61 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “Founding of Motown Records: 1959” and “The 
Greensboro Lunch Counter Sit-Ins: 1960” pp. 56-61 

Week 23
Nuclear Arms Race 

-Videos 
-Politics for Beginners 
*Historically Themed 

Read-aloud

20th Century World History for Kids sections “Chapter Four Intro” and “The Berlin Wall: 1961” pp. 62-66 
20th Century American History for Kids section “The Fifties: 1950s” pp. 59-61 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “Chapter Four Intro” and “Silent Spring is 
Published: 1962” pp. 62-66 

Week 24
The Red Scare 

-Videos 20th Century World History for Kids section “The Rise of the Beatles: 1960s” pp. 70-72 
20th Century American History for Kids section “Chapter Four Intro” pp. 62-63 and “The Counterculture: 
1960s-1970s” pp. 70-72 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “Equality Under the Law: 1963 to 1972” and 
“The National Organization for Women: 1966” pp. 67-72

Week 25
Indigenous Erasure 

-Fatty Legs No readings schedule due to Fatty Legs being the history reading for the week

Week 26
Decolonialization 

20th Century World History for Kids section “The Organization of African Unity: 1963” pp. 67-69 
20th Century American History for Kids section “The United States in the Vietnam War: 1961-1973” pp. 
67-69 

Week 27
The Fight for 

Equality 

-A Child Through Time 
-A Child’s Introduction to 
African American History 

-Videos 
-A Different Mirror 

-Fannie Never Flinched

20th Century American History for Kids section “The Civil Rights Movement: 1960s” pp. 64-66 and “The 
Women’s Liberation Movement: 1960s-1970s” pp. 73-75 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “Ms. Magazine: 1971” and “The Battle of the 
Sexes: 1973” pp. 73-78 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “Chapter Four Intro,” “The Birmingham 
Campaign: 1963” and “The March on Washington and the Civil Rights Act of 1964” pp. 62-69 

Week 28
One Small Step 

-A Child Through Time 
-When on Earth? 

-Astronauts: Women on 
the Final Frontier 

-Video 
*Historically Themed 

Read-aloud 

20th Century World History for Kids section “The Space Race: 1957-1975” pp. 56-58 
20th Century American History for Kids section “The Space Race Takes Off: 1950s” pp. 56-58 and “The 
First Man on the Moon: 1969” pp. 76-78 



Week 29
Southeast Asia & 

Stonewall 

-Bahn Xeo act. 
-Stonewall Riots 

-Harvey Milk video 
*Historically Themed 

Read-aloud

20th Century World History for Kids sections “Bloody Sunday: 1972,” “Peace in the Middle East: 1978-
1979,” “Chapter Five Intro” and “The HIV Epidemic: 1983” pp. 76-86 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “Bloody Sunday and the Voting Rights Act: 
1965” and “The Rise of the Black Power Movement: 1966” pp. 70-75 

Week 30
The Middle East 

20th Century World History for Kids section “Famine in Ethiopia: 1983” pp. 87-89 
20th Century American History for Kids sections “The Iran Embassy Takeover and Hostage Crisis: 1979,” 
“Chapter Five Intro,” and “The Reagan Revolution: 1980-1989” pp. 79-86 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “The Combahee River Collective: 1974,” 
“Chapter Five Intro,” and “First Female Supreme Court Justice: 1981” pp. 79-86 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “The Trial of Angela Davis: 1970” and “The 
Bakke Decision and Affirmative Action: 1978” pp. 76-81 

Week 31
Modern Economies 

-When on Earth? 20th Century World History for Kids sections “The Struggle for Democracy: 1980s” and “The Fall of 
Communism: 1989-1991” pp. 90-95 
20th Century American History for Kids sections “A First for the Supreme Court: 1981,” “The Personal 
Computer and the Internet: 1980s,” and “The End of the Cold War: 1991” pp. 87-92 and pp. 96-98 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “Sally Ride Goes to Space: 1983” and 
“Women’s History Month: 1987” pp. 87-92 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “Chapter Five Intro,” “The Rise of Mass 
Incarceration: 1980s,” “Founding of Def Jam Recordings: 1983” and “Jess Jackson and Vote Registration: 
1984” pp. 82-92

Week 32
Nations Rise & Fall 

-Berlin Wall Video 20th Century American History for Kids section “The Persian Gulf War: 1990-1991” pp. 93-95 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “The Year of the Woman: 1992” and “First 
Female Secretary of State: 1997” pp. 93-98 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “Los Angeles Riots: 1992” and “Million Man 
March: 1995” pp. 93-98

Week 33
Globalization & 

Inequality 

-A Different Mirror 20th Century American History for Kids section “Unrest at Home and Abroad: 1990s” pp. 99-101

Week 34
Technology on the 

Rise 

-A Child Through Time 
-When on Earth? 

-Molecular Gastronomy 
Act.

20th Century World History for Kids sections “The Invention of the World Wide Web: 1990” and “The 
Human Genome Project: 1990-2000” pp. 96-101 
20th Century American History for Kids section “Looking Ahead” pp. 102-103 
20th Century American Women’s History for Kids sections “The FIFA Women’s World Cup: 1999”and 
“Looking Ahead” pp. 99-103 
20th Century African American History for Kids sections “Barack Obama Elected to the Illinois Senate: 
1996” and “Looking Ahead” pp. 99-104



Week 35
Modern Oppression 

-Little Guides to Great 
Lives: Nelson Mandela

20th Century World History for Kids section “Apartheid in South Africa: 1950-1994” pp. 53-55 

Week 36
The Modern World 

-A Child’s Introduction to 
African American History 

-A Different Mirror

20th Century World History for Kids section “Looking Ahead” pp. 102-103 


