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WEEK 1: Medieval Professions & the Byzantine Empire

M Tu W Th Fr

Lit & Vocabulary Spell VSB + VSB + Igraine the Igraine the
Book Igraine the Igraine the Brave, Brave,
Poetry loraine the Brave Brave, Brave, ch. 10-12 ch. 13-14
& : ch. 4-6 ch.7-9
ch. 1-3 Poetry BGNF, Poetry BGNF,
Poetry BGNF, Poetry BGNF, p. 40 p. 40
p. 40 p. 40
Read & Show Me a Exercise 2
oy Story + Exercise
Writing )
Ar t & Instruments of Instruments of | Instruments of | Instruments of
M us i C the Orchestra the Orchestra the Orchestra the Orchestra
S. S & CC,ch.1 Great Medieval | A Child Through Archers, Archers,
: Projects, Intro. + | Time, pp. 34-35 | Alchemists..., | Alchemists...,
History op. 1-20 op. 4-17, ch. 3-4
ch.1-2
Math
Science Byzantine Empire Energy Lab for | Energy Lab for
& G€O Kids: Lab 1 Kids: Lab 2
Logic & @ 2TsL:its Alivel,  2T&L: It's Alive = 2T&L: It's Alive
Intro + Research Investigation Investigation
Legend Guide + ch. 1 Log Log

Week 1 Learning Partner Prep

First-time Torchlight Geography set-up: Print out the five political maps included in Appendix G. Tuck each
map into a page protector sleeve. You will also need to print out the modern political map. You might want to
laminate these for durability.

Week 1 Activity Supplies

Science: Energy Lab 1: 6 clear plastic cups, food coloring, 4-5 marbles, cooking or lab thermometer; Energy Lab
2: 2 clear plastic cups, 2 cooking or lab thermometers, room-temp sand, room-temp water, timer, desk lamp
with heat bulb or traditional incandescent bulb.
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Week 1, Day 1

@ Literature & Poetry

Complete 1-2 vocabulary pages
Read /graine the Brave, ch. 1-3

@® Reading & Writing

@ Social Studies & History

Read Curiosity Chronicles, ch. 1

Discuss with your learner how cultures aren't costumes, and in this book the characters dress up
in some cultures’ traditional dress to educate, not for fun. Be sure to reiterate this each time you
encounter Ted or Mona in a culture’s traditional dress. The Curiosity Chronicles creator was careful
never to dress any character in sacred cultural clothing. It is important to note that one must be
invited by members of the culture to wear cultural clothing.

® Math

@® Science & Geography

Work with the Torchlight reference map for the Byzantine Empire (appendix G).
Have your learner draw the empire boundaries onto the sheet protector holding their blank
European political map with a fine-tipped dry-erase marker. Instruct them to find the location on
their globe and include any major geographic features they notice on their globe (rivers,
mountains, etc.). Then ask your learner to reference their source map to find out which modern
country names are within the borders of the empire and have them write these into a geography
notebook: Slip the source map into the sheet protector to confirm accuracy. Discuss the pros and
cons of the empire’s location. What features can/did make it vulnerable or prosperous? Did you
learn anything you were not aware of before? You will do this activity weekly.

@® !logic & Legend

Two Truths and a Lie: It’s Alive! Intro. + ch. 1 + pp. 123-26 (Don’t look at the
answer! Try your best to do these assignments alongside your learner, without
peeking!)

Two Truths and a Lie will be used to teach information literacy and critical thinking in practice. For

this first week you will need to start by going over the Educator’s Guide with your learner. This

guide will help you both understand what applied skills we will be practicing throughout the year
and provide resources for the research you will be conducting and recording in your Investigation

Log (see appendix C). The Educator’s Guide also includes a Fact or Fiction worksheet that you may

use in place of appendix C, if you wish.
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Week 1, Day 2

@ Literature & Poetry

Complete 1-2 vocabulary pages
Read Igraine the Brave, ch. 4—6
Pantomime Poetry: BGNF, p. 40, “Early One Morning on Featherbed Lane”

Q In Level 2, Pantomime Poetry is an introduction to making poetry fun and working on memorization. Some
lear ners will not be able to accomplish full memorization at this stage, and that is OK! Be sure to have fun, be
creative, and let them really perform, if they wish. Alternately, they might prefer to sing the poe ms or dance
around as they work on reciting them. Join in! As long as they are being exposed to poetry and making fun
memories in the process, they are developing an appreciation for this art form and working on their memory
and recall skills, while also getting a little movement in and learning the rhythm of poe try and vocabulary. Be
sure to listen to the poem on the included CD if a reading is available.

@ Reading & Writing

@® Art & Music

Listen to Instruments of the Orchestra all week
This CD/MP3 walks kids through the sounds of different instruments and starts important ear
training.

@ Social Studies & History
Read Great Medieval Projects, Intro. + pp. 1-19

® Math

@® Logic & Legend

Two Truths and a Lie: It’s Alive! Investigation Log (see appendix C), ch. 1

In their Investigation Log your learner will be rereading each story over the next two days and filling
out their log as they go. By the second day they will be evaluating their findings and making an
educated guess to answer the question: Which story is the lie?

History Extension (Optional)

Have your learner create a set of juggling sticks and work on those motor skills! Use the instructions on pp.
22-23in Great Medieval Projects.
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Week 1, Day 3

@ Literature & Poetry

Complete 1-2 vocabulary pages
Read /graine the Brave, ch. 7-9
Pantomime Poetry: BGNF, p. 40, “Early One Morning on Featherbed Lane”

@® Reading & Writing
Read Show Me a Story

/ Complete exercise 1

@® Art & Music

Listen to Instruments of the Orchestra all week
This CD/MP3 walks kids through the sounds of different instruments and starts important ear
training.

@ Math

@ Llogic & Legend

Two Truths and a Lie: It’s Alive! Investigation Log (see appendix C), ch. 1

Complete your Investigation Log thoroughly. Once you have discussed and gleaned the reasoning
for your learner’s choice, you may read the answer on pp. 127-28. Remember, failure is a valuable
learning tool in persistence, and spotting your past mishaps can be invaluable when given the
chance to correct them on the next round. Celebrate the hard work that went into the
investigations and learning that took place.

Literature/History Extension (Optional)

Information Quest. Your learner is being tasked with a quest to gather and document information using
safe search engines: Visit Google Maps and type in “welsh castles.” The castles will appear as red markers.
Click on each marker and view the images. You can even drop your golden street view man on the road
next to a castle and look around and “drive” down the streets to tour the area. Once you have completed
your tour, choose your favorite castle. Do a safe search for the castle’s name, and after reading up on it, on
a sheet of paper list three of the most interesting facts you learned. You can even print out your favorite
image and tape or glue it to your quest for information.
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Week 1, Day 4

Literature & Poetry

Read Igraine the Brave, ch. 10-12
Pantomime Poetry: BGNF, p. 40, “Early One Morning on Featherbed Lane”

Reading & Writing

/ Complete Show a Story Exercise 2
Document what is learned as we will use these story ideas later to make a picture book in our book-
binding activity.

Art & Music

Listen to Instruments of the Orchestra all week
This CD/MP3 walks kids through the sounds of different instruments and starts important ear-
training.

Social Studies & History

Read Archers, Alchemists, and 98 Other Medieval Jobs You Might Have Loved or
Loathed, pp. 4—17 and ch. 1-2

o Some of the jobs might upset sensitive learners, so read ahead.

Math

Science & Geography
Read Energy Lab, pp. 8-12, then pull out a lab sheet (see appendix D)
/ Complete Energy Lab 1

Start with the introductory question. Let your learner ponder their hypothesis and fill out their lab
sheet using the scientific method. Learning partner should pre-read the “Energy Explained” section
to help guide exploration. Conduct the lab. Lastly, have your learner fill in observations and discuss
with them, using the “Energy Explained” section as your guide. Have them fill in your
Conclusions/What | Learned. This process will be the same for every Energy Lab.

History Extension (Optional)
Watch TED-Ed’s The Rise and Fall of the Byzantine Empire.
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Week 1, Day 5

@ Literature & Poetry

Read /graine the Brave, ch. 13-14
Pantomime Poetry: BGNF, p. 40, “Early One Morning on Featherbed Lane”

@® Reading & Writing

Art & Music

Listen to Instruments of the Orchestra all week
This CD/MP3 walks kids through the sounds of different instruments and starts important ear-
training.

@ Social Studies & History

Read Archers, Alchemists, and 98 Other Medieval Jobs You Might Have Loved or
Loathed, ch. 3-4

@® Math

@® Science & Geography

Pull out a lab sheet (see appendix D)
/ Complete Energy Lab 2

History Extension (Optional)

Your learner can become a thatcher! Using a milk carton or other box, some popsicle sticks, string, and
dried grasses, you can create a miniature house with a roof ready to be thatched by you. You can even test
it with “rain.” Use the instructions in Great Medieval Projects, p. 77.
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BECOMING A BARD

Becoming 2 Bard
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