
Vocabulary Cards for Torchlight Level One: 

Myth & Magic (Part Two) 
By: Jamie Hernandez 

Recommended Use: These are vocabulary cards for the last 8 chapter books included in Level 1. This is Part 

2 of 2, it covers weeks 19-36. I recommend Printing The cards single sided and cutting horizontally along 

the line in the center of the page. Fold the cards to create a two sided card; one side with the book cover 

and the other side with the vocabulary word information.  Affix using a glue stick, tape or as I did, simply 

fold and laminate to create a sturdier card. Using this method is an easy way for the child to select a 

word for study as well as review the words after the book has been completed or when the school year is 

winding down. 

Disclaimer: These are not perfect. I am not an etymologist. I’m a Mom trying to teach her child how words 

are formulated using torchlight’s wonderful vocabulary spell book. i thought these could simplify the 

process a bit! Please forgive any errors!  

I created these before being able to read all of these Books and therefore could not know the exact way 

the word was used; as a noun, verb, adjective, etc.  Some words have more than one meaning or use based 

on how it is placed within a sentence, if I have the wrong use present on the card, I am sorry.  On some 

cards, I tried to include multiple definitions so you can determine which is best based on the context of 

the story. I tried to use kid-friendly definitions when possible, however depending on your child you may 

still need to help them understand the meaning of the word. For this reason, i tried to include as many 

synonyms as possible because I’ve noticed with my child, hearing words that have similar meanings often 

helps her understand the new word we are studying. 

Websites Used: 

Online ETyMology Dictionary: https://www.etymonline.com 

Dictionary: https://www.dictionary.com 

Thesaurus: https://www.powerthesaurus.org 

Prefix/Suffix Chart: http://www.prefixsuffix.com/rootchart.php 

https://www.etymonline.com
https://www.dictionary.com
https://www.powerthesaurus.org
http://www.prefixsuffix.com/rootchart.php
https://www.etymonline.com
https://www.dictionary.com
https://www.powerthesaurus.org
http://www.prefixsuffix.com/rootchart.php


Word: 
illustriousness

Prefix: N/a 
Root word: illustri (bright, clear) 
Suffix: Ous (having the quality of) + Ness (state, 
Condition, or Quality) 

Definition: Highly distinguished, renowned, or 
famous. 

Synonyms: Fame, glory, Prestige, Celebrity, 
Greatness, Luster, Notoriety, Acclaim, Brilliance 

Antonyms: Anonymity, Obscurity, Gloom, Shade 

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: Summon 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: To call forth. To call For the Presence of 
a person or people. to notify a person or people to 
appear or to do something specific. to authorize or 
order the gathering of. 

Synonyms: Call, Assemble, Convene, Rally, Beckon, 
Invite, Gather, Request, Recall, Mobilize, Evoke, 
Rouse, Demand, Draft, Command 

Antonyms: Dismiss, Banish, Distribute, Dissolve, Cast 
Out 

illustri/ous/ness

Word: 
summon



Prefix: N/A 
Root word: bizarre 
Suffix: N/a 

Definition: Markedly unusual, often involving 
unexpected elements. Outrageous or whimsically 
strange or Odd. 

Synonyms: Strange, Weird, Unusual, Peculiar, Odd, 
Curious, Eccentric, Extraordinary, Unconventional, 
Uncommon, Different, Unique 

Antonyms: Common, Average, Mainstream, Regular, 
Ordinary, Standard 

Prefix: in (Not) 
Root word: suffer (to Bear) 
Suffix: Able (Ability) 

Definition: Not to be endured. Intolerable. 
Unbearable. 

Synonyms: Unendurable, Painful, Dreadful, 
Agonizing, Offensive, Disgusting, Horrible, 
Repulsive, Sickening, Unspeakable, Awful 

Antonyms: Tolerable, Bearable, Acceptable, 
Endurable, Sufferable 

Word: 
bizarre

Word: 
insufferable
in/suffer/able



Prefix: N/A 
Root word: deity 
Suffix: N/a 

Definition: A God or Goddess.  A divine character or 
nature. The estate or rank of a God.  

Synonyms: God, Goddess, Divinity, Creator, Immortal, 
Idol, Almighty, Eternal 

Antonyms: Man, Human, Mortal

Prefix: in (Not) 
Root word: consequence 
Suffix: Al (quality or relation) 

Definition: Of little or no importance. Insignificant. 
Trivial.  

Synonyms: Unimportant, Minor, Petty, Paltry, 
Negligle, Slight, Irrelevant, Worthless, Frivolous, 
Meaningless 

Antonyms: Important, Weighty, Substantial, 
Essential, Big, Noteworthy, Pivotal, Crucial 

Word: 
deity

Word: 
inconsequential

in/consequent/ial



Prefix: N/A 
Root word: atelier 
Suffix: N/a 

Definition: A workshop or studio, especially of an 
artist, Artisan or designer. 

Synonyms: Studio, Workshop, Shop, Workplace, Office, 
Workroom 

Antonyms: N/A

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: Dane 
Suffix: N/a 

Definition: A native or inhabitant of Denmark. 

Synonyms: Danish, DenMark 

Antonyms: N/A

Word: 
atelier

Word: 
Dane



Word: 
fortune

Prefix: N/A

Root word: Fortune

Suffix: N/A


Definition: Wealth or riches. Great 
wealth, ample stock of money or 
property and the like. Also a person’s 
chance or luck.


Synonyms: luck, chance, wealth, fate, 
destiny, fortunate, riches, Prosperity, 
estate, affluence


Antonyms: misfortune, need, poverty, 
disaster, tragedy, destitution


Prefix: N/A

Root word: fruit

Suffix: less (without)


Definition: Useless, unproductive, 
Without results or success.


Synonyms: useless, pointless, 
ineffective, unsuccessful, Failed, 
Foiled


Antonyms: Successful, productive, 
Fruitful, effective, plentiful

fruit/less

Word: 
fruitless



Prefix: N/a

Root word: pess (from Pessim, meaning bad)

Suffix: ism (belief, action) + ist (person or 
member) + ic (quality or relation)


Definition: The tendency to expect only bad 
outcomes. Gloomy, joyless, unhopeful.


Synonyms: Negative, gloomy, sad, glum, 
depressed, bleak, cynical, dark, hopeless


Antonyms: Optimistic, confident, cheerful, 
upbeat, rosy, encouraging, hopeful

Prefix: N/a

Root word: Magnific (grandiose)

Suffix: Ent (indication of)


Definition: Making a splendid appearance 
or show; of exceptional beauty or size. 
Extraordinarily fine or superb. Lavishly 
extravagant.


Synonyms: Grand, Gorgeous, excellent, 
Fine, marvelous, exquisite, stunning, 
elegant, dazzling


Antonyms: Awful, dreadful, unimpressive, 
shameful, bad, poor

pess/im/ist/ic

Magnific/ent

Word: 
pessimistic

Word: 
magnificent



Prefix: N/a

Root word: Grace 

Suffix: Ous (having the quality of)


Definition: Pleasantly kind, 
benevolent and courteous. Merciful 
or compassionate.


Synonyms: friendly, polite, amiable, 
considerate, charitable, cordial, 
obliging, generous, graceful


Antonyms: ungracious, unkind, curt, 
sarcastic, abrupt, atrocious, blunt


Prefix: In (in)

Root word: Fluent (Flowing)

Suffix: Ence (Noun forming suffix)


Definition: The power to be a 
compelling force, effecting actions, 
behaviors or Opinions. 


Synonyms: Sway, Persuade, Impact, 
Power, Effect, Weight, Pressure


Antonyms: powerlessness, dissuade


grac/ious

in/flu/ence

Word: 
gracious

Word: 
influence



Prefix: N/a

Root word: Emiss 

Suffix: Ary (relating to)


Definition: A representative sent on a 
mission or errand.


Synonyms: agent, delegate, 
representative, ambassador, deputy, 
messenger, Diplomat


Antonyms: N/A


Prefix: Male (badly)

Root word: Volent (from Volentem, to 
Wish)

Suffix:


Definition: Wishing evil or harm to 
another or others. Showing ill will or 
being malicious, evil, harmful.


Synonyms: spiteful, hateful, wicked, 
vicious, cruel, mean, sinister, nasty


Antonyms: Kind, charitable, good, 
compassionate, sympathetic


male/volent

Word: 
emissary

emiss/ary

Word: 
malevolent



Prefix: N/a

Root word: despair

Suffix: ate (State of) + ion (Condition 
or Action)


Definition: The state of being 
desperate or having the recklessness 
of despair.


Synonyms: hopelessness, misery, 
desperate, depression, anguish, gloom


Antonyms: Peace, happiness, hope, 
Calmness, contentment, serenity


Prefix: N/A

Root word: ancestor

Suffix: s (More than one)


Definition: People from whom one is 
descended.


Synonyms: family, forefathers, 
forebears, predecessors, elders, lineage, 
family tree, origin


Antonyms: descendents


ancestor/s

Word: 
desperation

Desper/at/ion

Word: 
ancestors



Prefix: N/A

Root word: Reck

Suffix: Less (without)


Definition: Utterly unconcerned about 
the consequences of some action. 
Without caution, careless.


Synonyms: careless, foolhardy, 
thoughtless, imprudent, impulsive, 
irresponsible, daring, wild, Hasty


Antonyms: prudent, cautious, wary, 
careful, responsible, guarded, alert


Prefix: N/a

Root word: Humb (from latin Humus, 
“Lowly” literally “On the Ground” from 
Humus “earth.”)

Suffix: le (repeat, continuous)


Definition: Respectful, modest, obedient, 
not overly proud or arrogant.


Synonyms: Down-to-Earth, meek, modest, 
shy, unpretentious, timid, unassuming, 
reserved


Antonyms: Arrogant, uppity, superior, 
conceited, egotistical, boastful, showy


humb/le

Word: 
reckless

reck/less

Word: 
humble



Prefix: N/a

Root word: Self

Suffix: Ish (having the characteristics of)


Definition: Devoted to or caring only for 
oneself. Concerned primarily with ones 
own interests.


Synonyms: greedy, self-centered, stingy, 
miserly, narcissistic, egotistic, self-
involved, inconsiderate


Antonyms: Generous, selfless, 
charitable, considerate, caring


Prefix: Con (with)

Root word: Tent (to Hold)

Suffix: Ed (past tense)


Definition: satisfied.


Synonyms: Happy, Pleased, Gratified, 
Delighted, Glad, Joyful, Comfortable, 
Peaceful, Worry-Free, Comfy, At Ease


Antonyms: Sad, Unhappy, Unsatisfied, 
Discontent, Malcontent


con/tent/ed

Word: 
selfish

self/ish

Word: 
contented



Prefix: N/A

Root word: Thank 

Suffix: ful (having or Marked By)


Definition: Feeling or expressing 
gratitude. Appreciative.


Synonyms: Grateful, Glad, Obliged, 
Fortunate, Satisfied, Pleased, 
Delighted, Appreciation, Contented


Antonyms: ungrateful, thankless, 
unthankful, unappreciative


Word:

contented

Word: 
thankful

thank/ful



Word: 
unusual

Prefix: un (not or opposite) 
Root word: usu (from Latin usus means 
custom) 
Suffix: al (quality) 

Definition: Not usual, common or ordinary. 

Synonyms: Strange, Extraordinary, Bizarre, 
Peculiar, Weird, Exceptional, Odd, Unique, 
Unconventional, Curious, Funny 

Antonyms: Usual, Traditional, Normal, 
Customary, Mainstream, Familiar, Regular 

Prefix: pro (projecting forward or 
outward) 
Root word: fus 
Suffix: ion (having the character of) 

Definition: Abundance, abundant 
quantity. Lavish spending, extravagance. 

Synonyms: Plethora, Plenty, Excess, 
Wealth, Copiousness, Opulence, Bounty 

Antonyms: Lack, Poverty, Destitution, 
Need, Scarcity 

un/usu/al

Word: 
profusion

pro/fus/ion



Prefix: pre (before) 
Root word: dict  (from dicere, to say) 
Suffix: ion (action or condition) 

Definition: The act of predicting, which is to 
declare or tell of something in advance. 

Synonyms: Forecast, Prophecy, Foreshadow, 
Foretelling, Foresight, Anticipation 

Antonyms: Reality, Reminisce  
 

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: frock 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A gown or dress. 

Synonyms: Dress, Gown, Robe, Costume, 
Coat, Clothing, Outfit, Skirt, Cloak 

Antonyms: Undress, Unclothe 

Word: 
prediction

pre/dict/ion

Word: 
frock



Prefix: N/A 
Root word: suit 
Suffix: able (worth or ability) 

Definition: Such as to suit, to make 
appropriate, adapt, or accommodate. 

Synonyms: Proper, Fitting, Right, Adequate, 
Fit, Correct, Good, Befitting, Satisfactory 

Antonyms: Unsuitable, Improper, Wrong, 
Ineligible, Unacceptable, Incompatible 

Prefix: sym (together, at the same time) 
Root word: pathet (from pathos meaning 
feelings) 
Suffix: ic (quality or relation) 

Definition: Characterized by or exhibiting 
feelings of sympathy or compassion. 

Synonyms: Kind, Compassionate, Friendly, 
Benevolent, Considerate 

Antonyms: Unsympathetic, Cruel, 
Unfeeling, Callous, Mean 

Word: 
suitable

suit/able

Word: 
sympathetic

sym/pathet/ic



Prefix: N/A 
Root word: glory 
Suffix: ous (having the quality) 

Definition: Delightful, wonderful, 
completely enjoyable. Full of glory. 
Brilliantly beautiful or magnificent. 

Synonyms: Splendid, Gorgeous, Brilliant, 
Wonderful, Superb, Divine, Great, Grand 

Antonyms: Inglorious, Shabby, Atrocious, 
Ugly, Awful, Despicable, Mediocre 

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: interest 
Suffix: ing 

Definition: Engaging or exciting and 
holding attention or curiosity. Arousing a 
feeling of interest. 

Synonyms: Fascinating, Intriguing, 
Exciting, Captivating, Engaging, Riveting, 
Appealing, Enticing, Enchanting, 
Engrossing 

Antonyms: Boring, Dull, Drab, Dreary, 
Uninteresting, Tame, Humdrum 

Word: 
glorious

glori/ous

Word: 
interesting

interest/ing



Prefix: N/A 
Root word: fascinate 
Suffix: ing 

Definition: Of great interest or attraction; 
enchanting; charming; captivating. 

Synonyms: Alluring, Appealing, Enticing, 
Bewitching, Dazzling, Admirable, 
Entrancing, Interesting, Engaging, 
Gripping, Absorbing 

Antonyms: Boring, Tiresome, 
Uninteresting, Dull 

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: chape (meaning cape) 
Suffix: eron 

Definition: Any adult present in order to 
maintain order or propriety at an activity 
of young people. To attend or accompany 
as chaperon. 

Synonyms: Escort, Companion, Accompany, 
Attendant, Guide, Guard, Guardian, 
Safeguard, Sponsor, Supervisor 

Antonyms: N/A 

Word: 
fascinating

fascinat/ing

Word: 
chaperone

chap/erone



Prefix: en (to cause to be) 
Root word: hance (from haucer; to raise) 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: To raise to a higher degree; 
intensify; magnify. 

Synonyms: Improve, Increase, Strengthen, 
Upgrade, Raise, Better, Reinforce, Boost, 
Promote, Expand, Improving 

Antonyms: Decrease, Diminish, Reduce, 
Worsen, Lower, Damage, Dwindle, Degrade 

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: jost (from joust, to knock 
against) 
Suffix: le (intensive actions or events) 

Definition: To bump, push, shove, brush 
against, roughly or rudely. To drive or force 
by, or as if by, pushing or shoving.  

Synonyms: Shove, Push, Thrust, Poke, 
Crowd, Bump, Hustle, Nudge, Jolt, Force, 
Prod, Jam, Jab, Press, Squeeze, Clash, Ram, 
Shake, Collide 

Antonyms: Leave alone, Ignore 

Word: 
enhance

en/hance

Word: 
jostle

jost/le



Prefix: N/A 
Root word: rudder 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: Any means of or device for 
governing, directing, or guiding a course. A 
vertical blade at the stern of a vessel that 
can be turned horizontally to change the 
vessel's direction when in motion. 

Synonyms: helm, tiller, wheel, drawbar, 
control surface 

Antonyms: N/A 

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: can (from cane; pipe) 
Suffix: al (having the form or character of) 

Definition: An artificial waterway for 
navigation or irrigation. A long narrow arm 
of the sea penetrating far inland. 

Synonyms: Channel, Waterway, Course, 
Passageway, Duct, Trench, Culvert, 
Network, Strait, Groove, Moat, Gully 

Antonyms: Ridge 

Word: 
rudder

Word: 
canal
can/al



Prefix: N/A 
Root word: van (from vain) 
Suffix: ity (state or condition) 

Definition: Excessive pride in one's 
appearance, qualities, abilities, 
achievements, etc. 

Synonyms: Conceit, Narcissism, Egotism, 
Arrogance, Smugness, Pretension, Vain, 
Self-admiration, Boastfulness, Bravado 

Antonyms: Modesty, Humility, Humbleness, 
Selflessness 

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: war (from wer) 
Suffix: y (characterized or inclined to) 

Definition: Watchful; being on one's guard 
against danger. Arising from or 
characterized by caution. 

Synonyms: Cautious, Careful, Alert, 
Watchful, Vigilant, Prudent, Guarded, 
Heedful, Leery, Attentive, Suspicious 

Antonyms: Careless, Naive, Reckless, 
Heedless, Forgetful, Trusting, Gullible, 
Negligent 

Word: 
vanity
van/ity

Word: 
wary
war/y



Prefix: un (not) 
Root word: dign (worthy) 
Suffix: ify  (to become) + ed (past tense) 

Definition: Not being characterized or 
marked by dignity of aspect or manner. 

Synonyms: Rude, Shameful, Inelegant, 
Inglorious, Degrading, Low, Offensive, 
Unrefined, Vulgar, Crude 

Antonyms: Royal, Dignified, Stately, 
Distinguished 

Prefix: con (together) 
Root word: form (to form) 
Suffix: ity (state or condition) 

Definition: Action in accord with prevailing 
social standards, attitudes, practices. 
Compliance or acquiescence; obedience. 

Synonyms: Agreement, Consistency, Uniformity, 
Accord, Obedience, Similarity, Likeness, 
Submission, Adherence, Conventionality 

Antonyms: Difference, Rebellion, Uniqueness, 
Divergence, Diversity, Opposition, Discord, 
Disobedience

Word: 
undignified

un/dign/ifi/ed

Word: 
conformity

con/form/ity



Word:

astonished

Prefix: as 
Root word: ton (from tonare, to thunder) 
Suffix: ish (adjective forming suffix) + ed 
(past tense) 

Definition: To fill with sudden and 
overpowering surprise or wonder; 
amazement. 

Synonyms: astounded, amazed, stunned, 
surprised, flabbergasted, bewildered, 
shocked, thunderstruck 

Antonyms: bored, casual, unsurprised 

Prefix: be (prefex used in formation of 
verbs) 
Root word: have (own) 
Suffix: ior (form of or, suffix denoting 
condition or property of things or 
persons) 

Definition: Manner of acting or 
behaving, to act in a particular way; 
conduct. 

Synonyms: conduct, manner, 
comportment, demeanor, attitude, 
performance, bearing, acting, carriage 

Antonyms: idleness, crazes, misconduct 

as/ton/ish/ed

Word:

behavior

be/hav/ior



Prefix: bene (well) 
Root word: factor (to do) 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A person who confers a 
benefit; kindly helper. Also a person who 
makes a bequest or endowment, as to an 
institution. 

Synonyms: donor, patron, defender, 
sponsor, rescuer, supporter, guardian, 
backer, champion, savior, lifesaver 

Antonyms: opponent, foe, enemy, 
attacker

Prefix: pro (forward) 
Root word: cess (to go) 
Suffix: ion 

Definition: The act of moving along or 
proceeding in orderly succession or in a 
formal and ceremonious manner, as a line 
of people, animals, vehicles, etc. 

Synonyms: parade, progression, 
sequence, order, march, succession, series, 
caravan, file, motorcade 

Antonyms: retreat, regress, reverse, 
turnabout, standstill

Word:

benefactor

bene/factor

Word:

procession

pro/cess/ion

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/proceed
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/proceed


Prefix: N/A 
Root word: sacred 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: Devoted or dedicated to a 
deity or to some religious purpose; 
consecrated. Regarded with reverence. 
Secured against violation, infringement, 
etc.   

Synonyms: holy, divine, saintly, blessed, 
hallowed, sanctified, consecrated, 
dedicated, revered, protected, devoted 

Antonyms: unholy, cursed, blasphemous, 
irreverent, unworthy

Prefix: dis (individually) 
Root word: tribute (from tribuere which 
means to pay, assign, or grant) 
Suffix: ion (denoting action or condition) 

Definition: An act or instance of 
distributing, to divide and give out in 
shares; deal out; allot. 

Synonyms: spread, sharing, allocation, 
division, delivery, split, dispersion, 
diffusion, circulation, breakdown 

Antonyms: collection, chaos, 
concentration, gathering, hoard, 
denseness, disorganization, retention

Word:

sacred

Word:

distribution

dis/tribut/ion



Prefix: N/A 
Root word: schol (school) 
Suffix: ar (adjective creating suffix) 

Definition: A learned person, especially 
one who has profound knowledge of a 
particular subject. A student; pupil. 

Synonyms: learner, academic, disciple, 
professor, scientist, intellectual, 
authority, expert, researcher 

Antonyms: uneducated, dunce, ignorant, 
untaught, uninformed, untrained, 
unaware

Prefix: su (under) 
Root word: spic (from spec; specere 
meaning to look at) 
Suffix: ion (action or condition) 

Definition: The act of suspecting; to 
believe to be guilty, false, counterfeit, 
undesirable, defective, bad. The state of 
mind or feeling of one who suspects. 

Synonyms: doubt, mistrust, idea, feeling, 
misgiving, distrust, hunch, inkling, 
apprehension, impression, presumption 

Antonyms: trust, certainty, faith, 
confidence, belief, assuredness

Word:

scholar

schol/ar

Word:

suspicion

su/spic/ion



Prefix: con (with, together, completely) 
Root word: sole (from solari, to soothe) 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: To alleviate or lessen the 
grief, sorrow, or disappointment of; give 
solace or comfort. 

Synonyms: comfort, soothe, solace, 
relieve, calm, encourage, hearten, ease, 
gladden, commiserate, alleviate 

Antonyms: hurt, annoy, upset, 
discourage, sadden, agitate, trouble 

Prefix: for (away, off, extremely, wrongly) 
Root word: bid (command, order, direct) 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: To command (a person) not 
to do something, have something, etc., or 
not to enter some place. To prohibit 
(something); make a rule or law against. 

Synonyms: prohibit, prevent, outlaw, 
ban, disallow, banned, preclude, deny, 
exclude, stop, block, refuse 

Antonyms: allow, permit, approve, 
authorize, promote, sanction, empower

Word:

console

con/sole

Word:

forbid

for/bid



Prefix: N/A 
Root word: honor (glory, renown, fame 
earned) 
Suffix: able (capable of) 

Definition: In accordance with or 
characterized by principles of honor. Of 
high rank, dignity, or distinction; noble, 
illustrious, or distinguished. 

Synonyms: honest, respectable, noble, 
worthy, decent, reputable, just, virtuous, 
moral, ethical, dignified 

Antonyms: shameful, dishonorable, 
wicked,  bad, dishonest, disreputable

Prefix: re (repeatedly) 
Root word: pute (from putare, to think, 
judge, suppose) 
Suffix: tion (t + ion when this suffix is added 
to word ended in t or te) 

Definition: A favorable and publicly 
recognized name or standing for merit, 
achievement, reliability, etc. Favorable 
repute; good name. 

Synonyms: fame, repute, renown, standing, 
celebrity, prestige, distinction, prominence, 
notoriety, rank, popularity 

Antonyms: obscurity, disrepute, unknown, 
unacknowledged, anonimity

Word:

honorable

honor/able

Word:

reputation

re/puta/tion

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/repute
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/repute


Prefix: N/A 
Root word: just (law, right) 
Suffix: ice (state or quality) 
` 
Definition: The quality of being just; 
righteousness, equitableness, or moral 
rightness. Also the administering of 
deserved punishment or reward. 

Synonyms: fairness, right, righteousness, 
virtue, law, lawfulness, duty,  

Antonyms: injustice, unfairness, 
inequity, corruption, unjustness, illegality 

Prefix: ex (utterly, thoroughly) 
Root word: plane (to smooth, level) 
Suffix: ate + tion (t + ion when this suffix is 
added to words ended in t or te) 

Definition: the act or process of explaining; 
to make plain or clear; render understandable 
or intelligible. To make clear the cause or 
reason of or account for. 

Synonyms: clarification, elucidation, 
description, justification, definition, meaning 

Antonyms: confusion, paradox, puzzle, 
confuse, complicate, perplex, befuddle 

Word:

justice

just/ice

Word:

explanation

ex/plan/a/tion

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/explain
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/explain


Prefix: dis (assunder, away) 
Root word: grace (favor, kindness) 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: The loss of respect, honor, or 
esteem. A person, act, or thing that causes 
shame, reproach, or dishonor or is 
dishonorable or shameful. 

Synonyms: shame, dishonor, discredit, 
humiliation, embarassment, scandal, 
defame, shameful, infamy, tarnish 

Antonyms: pride, honor, exalt, respect, 
celebrate, glory, dignity, grace, decency

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: offense 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A violation or breaking of a 
social or moral rule. Something that 
offends or displeases. 

Synonyms: crime, insult, violation, 
infringement, outrage, infraction, 
wrongdoing, transgression, disrespect 

Antonyms: pleasure, flattery, happiness, 
obedience, virtue

Word:

disgrace

dis/grace

Word:

offense



Prefix: re (opposite of) 
Root word: veal (from velare; meaning to 
cover) 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: To make known; disclose; 
divulge. Or to lay open to view; display; 
exhibit. 

Synonyms: expose, show, uncover, 
display, exhibit, unveil, discover, 
announce, declare, report, unmask, 
broadcast, disclose 

Antonyms: conceal, cover, suppress, 
bury, cloak, mask, veil, shelter, hide

Word:

reveal

re/veal



Word: 
detective

Prefix: de (means reversal) 
Root word:  tect (from tegere, to cover) 
Suffix: ive (tendency, disposition, function) 

Definition: A member of the police force or a private 
investigator whose function is to obtain information 
and evidence, as of offenses against the law. 
Synonyms: investigator, sleuth, inspector, private 
eye, gumshoe, snoop, researcher, examiner 
Antonyms: ignore, disregard, neglect

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: mystery 
Suffix: ous (having, full of) 

Definition: Full of, characterized by, or involving 
mystery; anything that is kept secret or remains 
unexplained or unknown. Any affair, thing, or person 
that presents features or qualities so obscure as to 
arouse curiosity or speculation. 
Synonyms: puzzling, secret, obscure, enigmatic, 
mystifying, strange, unknown, spooky, curious, 
perplexing, baffling, unclear, inexplicable 
Antonyms: obvious, clear, evident, straightforward, 
apparent, comprehensible, unmistakable 

de/tect/ive

Word: 
mysterious

mysteri/ous

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/mystery
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/mystery


Prefix: ac (towards) 
Root word: cuse (cause) 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: To charge with the fault, offense, or crime. 
To find fault with; blame. 
Synonyms: blame, charge, indict, denounce, 
incriminate, implicate, prosecute, censure, condemn 
Antonyms: forgive, absolve, defend, exonerate, 
vindicate, clear, praise, justify, pardon, condone 

Prefix: e (utterly, thoroughly) 
Root word: vident (videre, to see) 
Suffix: ence (helps form nouns from adjectives) 

Definition: That which tends to prove or disprove 
something; ground for belief; proof. Something that 
makes plain or clear; an indication or sign:  
Synonyms: proof, prove, show, demonstrate, 
information, testimony, fact, indication, confirmation 
Antonyms: disprove, guess, assumption, belief, refute, 
hearsay 

Word: 
accuse

Word: 
evidence

ac/cuse

e/vid/ence



Word:  
odyssey

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: odyssey 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: A long series of wanderings or 
adventures, especially when filled with notable 
experiences, hardships. 
Synonyms: journey, voyage, trek, expedition, 
trip, epic, exploration, pilgrimage, quest 
Antonyms: small trip, short trip, stay 

Prefix: N/A 
Root word: seldom 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: On only a few occasions; rarely; 
infrequently; not often. 
Synonyms: rarely, infrequently, hardly, scarcely, 
barely, uncommon, sometimes, uncommonly 
Antonyms: often, frequently, always, usually, 
constantly, repeatedly, commonly, continually 

Word:  
seldom



Prefix: in (into, in, on, upon) 
Root word: stinct (from steig meaning prick, 
stick, pierce) 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: An inborn pattern of activity or 
tendency to action common to a given biological 
species. A natural or innate impulse, inclination, 
or tendency. 
Synonyms: feeling, intuition, hunch, sense, 
insight, impulse, feel, urge, reflexes, intuitive 
Antonyms: knowledge, inability, disinclination, 
incapacity 

Prefix: de (removal or reversal) 
Root word: sper (from sperare, to hope) 
Suffix: ate (state) 

Definition: Having an urgent need or desire, 
leaving little or no hope; very serious or 
dangerous. Extremely bad; intolerable or 
shocking. 
Synonyms: hopeless, forlorn, urgent, serious, 
miserable, bleak, distraught, devastated 
Antonyms: hopeful, safe, cheerful, content, 
optimistic, confident, joyous, satisfied, positive 

Word:  
instinct

in/stinct

Word:  
desperate

de/sper/ate



Prefix: N/A 
Root word: intense 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: Existing or occurring in a high or 
extreme degree. Acute, strong, or vehement, as 
sensations, feelings, or emotions. Having a 
characteristic quality in a high degree. 
Synonyms: strong, extreme, fierce, violent, 
passionate, vehement, fervent, vivid, powerful 
Antonyms: calm, gentle, mild, dull, moderate, 
light, unenthusiastic, casual 

Prefix: bene (well) 
Root word: vol (wish) 
Suffix: ent (suffix forming adjectives and nouns 
from verbs) 

Definition: Characterized by or expressing 
goodwill or kindly feelings. Desiring to help 
others; charitable. Intended for benefits rather 
than profit. 
Synonyms: kind, charitable, kindhearted, 
generous, kindly, sympathetic, considerate, 
philanthropic, compassionate, humanitarian 
Antonyms: selfish, unkind, malevolent, mean, 
spiteful, hateful, greedy, merciless, cruel 

Word:  
intense

Word:  
benevolent

bene/vol/ent



Prefix: N/A 
Root word: aft 
Suffix: N/A 

Definition: At, close to, or toward the stern or 
tail. Situated toward or at the stern or tail. 
Synonyms: back, rearward, astern, behind, 
posterior, hindmost, rearmost, tail 
Antonyms: fore, forward, front, frontal, forepart

Word:  
aft



Word:  
strategic

Prefix: N/A
Root word: strategy
Suffix: ic (suffix for forming adjectives)

Definition: Pertaining to, characterized by, 
or of the nature of strategy; a plan, method, 
or series of maneuvers or stratagems for 
obtaining a specific goal or result.
Synonyms: critical, tactical, crucial, 
diplomatic, cunning, artful, planned, wily, 
calculated, crafty, clever
Antonyms: unplanned, accidental, foolish, 
spontaneous, unintended, casual, 
unpremeditated, random  

Prefix: N/A
Root word: literal
Suffix: ly (suffix forming adjectives from 
nouns)

Definition: in the literal (being actually 
such, without exaggeration or inaccuracy) or 
strict sense. 
Synonyms: exactly, verbatim, precisely, 
actually, strictly, really, truly, correctly
Antonyms: figuratively, metaphorically, 
abstractly, nonliteral, symbolic, allusive

strateg/ic

Word:  
literally
literal/ly

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/literal
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/literal


Prefix: e (variant of ex, meaning out)
Root word: lect (from legere, to choose)
Suffix: ion (action or condition)

Definition: The selection of a person or 
persons for office by vote or a public vote 
upon a proposition submitted.
Synonyms: choice, selection, elected, vote, 
choosing, voting, choose, elect, pick
Antonyms: unselected, appoint, reject

Prefix: ex (utterly, thoroughly)
Root word: asper (harsh, rough)
Suffix: ate (adjective forming suffix) + ed 
(past tense)

Definition: To irritate or provoke to a high 
degree; annoy extremely.
Synonyms: annoyed, irritated, angry, mad, 
enraged, indignant, infuriated, irate, 
incensed, furious, disgruntled, vexed
Antonyms: calm, pleased, tranquil, serene, 
happy, satisfied

Word:  
election

Word:  
exasperated

ex/asper/at/ed

e/lect/ion



Prefix: N/A
Root word: active
Suffix: ism (suffix denoting action or 
practice)

Definition: The doctrine or practice of 
vigorous action or involvement as a means of 
achieving political or other goals, sometimes 
by demonstrations, protests, etc.
Synonyms: advocacy, proactivity, 
awareness, mobilization, support, protection
Antonyms: inaction

Prefix: N/A
Root word: common
Suffix: ty (denoting quality or state)

Definition: A social group of any size whose 
members reside in a specific locality, share 
government, and often have a common 
cultural and historical heritage. A locality 
inhabited by a group.
Synonyms: society, public, communal, 
group, population, common, collective, 
nation, union, village, societal
Antonyms: isolation, separation, loner, 
individualist

Word:  
activism

Word:  
community

commun/ity

activ/ism



Word: 
vendors

Prefix: N/A
Root word: vend (to sell)
Suffix: or (condition or property of things 
or persons) + s (more than one)

Definition: a person or agency that sells.
Synonyms: sellers, dealers, salespeople, 
retailers, salesmen, suppliers, peddlers
Antonyms: buyers, customers, shoppers, 
clients, patrons

Prefix: im (not, non)
Root word: polite
Suffix: N/A

Definition: Not polite or courteous. 
Discourteous; rude.
Synonyms: uncivil, disrespectful, ill-
mannered, ungracious, boorish, 
unmannerly, insolent, uncouth, crude
Antonyms: polite, affable, civil, decorous, 
decent, courteous, mannerly, well-
mannered, respectful, tactful

im/polite

Word: 
impolite

vend/or/s



Prefix: N/A
Root word: ceremony
Suffix: N/A

Definition: The formal activities 
conducted on some solemn or important 
public or state occasion.
Synonyms: rite, celebration, ritual, 
observance, service, formality, protocol
Antonyms: discourtesy, informality, 
impoliteness, impropriety

Prefix: N/A
Root word: sinister
Suffix: N/A

Definition: Threatening or portending 
evil, harm, or trouble; ominous.
Synonyms: menacing, scary, malevolent, 
wicked, grim, villainous, malicious, dark, 
foreboding, threatening, dire, spiteful
Antonyms: good, benevolent, auspicious, 
encouraging, heartening

Word: 
ceremony

Word: 
sinister



Prefix: N/A
Root word: skept (to consider, examine)
Suffix: ic (noun forming suffix) + al (of 
the kind or pertaining to)

Definition: 
inclined to skepticism; having an attitude 
of doubt.
Synonyms: suspicious, doubtful, 
disbelieving, cynical, incredulous, 
distrustful, questioning
Antonyms: naive, convinced, believing, 
gullible, credulous, trusting, uncritical

Prefix: super (above, beyond, over)
Root word: flu (from fluere, to flow)
Suffix: ous (possessing or full of)

Definition: Being more than is sufficient 
or required; excessive. Unnecessary or 
needless.
Synonyms: redundant, extra, surplus, 
unnecessary, excess, needless, spare, 
unneeded, useless, pointless, expendable
Antonyms: essential, necessary, critical, 
important, vital, indispensable

Word: 
skeptical

Word: 
superfluous

skept/ic/al

super/flu/ous

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/skepticism
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/skepticism


Prefix: N/A
Root word: rumpus
Suffix: N/A

Definition: A noisy or violent 
disturbance; commotion; uproar.
Synonyms: ruckus, uproar, commotion, 
tumult, disturbance, hubbub, racket, 
hullabaloo, pandemonium, fuss, riot
Antonyms: silence, calm, quiet, peace

Prefix: con (variant of com, meaning with or 
together)
Root word: fid (from fidere, to trust)
Suffix: ent (suffix forming adjectives and 
nouns from verbs)

Definition: Having strong belief or full 
assurance; sure. Sure of oneself; having no 
uncertainty about one's own abilities, 
correctness, successfulness. Self-confident; 
bold.
Synonyms: certain, positive, sure, assured, 
convinced, secure, undaunted
Antonyms: uncertain, unsure, doubtful, 
insecure, shy, timid

Word: 
rumpus

Word: 
confident

con/fid/ent



Prefix: di (two, twice, double)
Root word: vers (from vertere, to turn)
Suffix: ion (action or condition)

Definition: The act of diverting or 
turning aside, as from a course or 
purpose. Distraction from business, care.
Synonyms: distraction, amusement, 
entertainment, deviation, deflection
Antonyms: boredom, agony, tedium

Prefix: N/A
Root word: sanctu (holy)
Suffix: ary (pertaining to or connected 
with)

Definition: A sacred or holy place. Also 
immunity afforded by refuge in such a 
place.
Synonyms: shelter, shrine, refuge, 
asylum, holy place, temple, haven, chapel
Antonyms: peril, trap, defiling, 
desecration

Word: 
diversion

Word: 
sanctuary

di/vers/ion

sanctu/ary

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/divert
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/divert


Prefix: N/A
Root word: wince
Suffix: N/A

Definition: To draw back or tense the 
body, as from pain or from a blow; start; 
flinch.
Synonyms: flinch, shrink, recoil, cringe, 
start, cower, grimace, draw back, tremble
Antonyms: still, remain, advance, 
unafraid, undaunted

Word: 
wince
im/pos/ing


